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CANADA BY STORM!!  PART 2 BY EARL BALL!! 

 
On Tuesday it was off to London and the Canadian National Singles; my 

first experience playing in a rink; it was great!!  Courts played good 

and the discs ran well, very well!! 

   

I was well received but make no mistake, my reputation had preceded me!  

I was the intruder.  I drew Stan to play against first and wouldn’t you 

know it, he got ahead of me and Alf got a picture of the scoreboard, 
I’ll see that picture sometime in the future, maybe more than once.**  

I won the 1st game and had the lead in the 2nd game at 53-52 and it was 

my last hammer, surely I’d put him away, but I stuck and he hid, no 

problem, I took the cover block off.  Do you know he had the audacity 

to leave that block uncovered and he put a 2nd 7 on the board.  I had 

him now, he obviously didn’t know whom he was fooling with, I lined it 

up and Whooosh! ~~ I blew right by him.  So it was on to game three, 

not just any game three because if I had lost that match I would never 

be allowed to forget it, luckily I won.  

In the 3rd match it was Max (Tate) and I, game one was tied in the last 

frame because I had blown my last hammer down into the 7, a mistake 

against a great player and I knew it.  He stuck and I hid in the 7, the 

only place I could hide, he blew the cover block off, now’s time to 

take a page out of Stan’s book and put another 7 on the board, I’d at 

least come out with a tie but not me, I tried to snuggle my own block 

and came up short.  Can you imagine the pressure of standing there with 

the hammer, needing an 8 to win with the whole crowd watching??  Well, 

he just got over the line, what a sigh of relief.  I won game 2 but Max 

won game three and went on to be the Champion, a great Champion he is! 

 

But the fun in Canada wasn’t over, the next day I got a special treat.  

I played at the Chatham Club.  Glen Peltier took me through the history 

from construction to today by way of several scrapbooks. What a project 

and what a wonderful facility.  The courts play very well and it’s easy 

to see why everyone speaks so highly of the club. 

 

Thanks to Henry and Geraldine for hosting me and to Stan and Max for 

encouraging me to come play, maybe I’ll do it again!   

Earl Ball 2005 08 17. 

   

Comment by THE SHUFFLER: We thoroughly enjoyed having you compete in 

the Canadian National Singles and we do hope you will come back 

frequently!!  And yes, we do have that pix of the only time in the 

match that I was ahead ~ ~ and yes, we will use it every time we 

possibly can!!  Re your ability to recall the detail of the game ~~ 

fantastic!!  It lifts the story off the page for the reader.  Thanks 

from Alf and I.  Stan 2005 08 16.  

 

** I looked for 2 hours in an attempt to locate that pic!!!  Alf took 

the pic > but I thought I had a copy!! Should I have it, I will frame 

it and bring it to Coldwater in May of 2012!! Lol  Stan 2012 04 27.  

 

  

 

 


