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Four local shuffleboard players are taking their craft on the road in August when they head to the Granite 
Curling Club in Seattle, Washington for the World Shuffleboard Championships. Ken Wardley, Verna Wardley 
and Marg Mowat are all part of the main squad for Team Canada while Doug Mowat has been named an 
alternate for the squad. The four locals are part of women’s and men’s squads from Western Canada – there is 
also a team going from the east. The tourney is sliding off on Aug. 6 and will wrap up on Aug. 10.

“From my standpoint we’re just absolutely thrilled. We couldn’t be happier about doing this and not only 
representing Canada but representing Alberta and also High River,” said Ken, the president of the Foothills 
Shuffleboard Association. “All we can hope for is that we do a good show and come back with some 
silverware.”

The foursome found out about a month ago that they will be representing Canada at the international 
tournament, which will feature teams from all over the globe. Ken said there were a number of criteria they had 
to meet to be picked for the team. It all started when the Canadian National Shuffleboard Association sent out 
an email telling its members that they needed to apply if they wanted to play internationally.

“The criteria was shuffling, secondly what you have done for shuffleboard and how you present shuffleboard 
and how you promote shuffleboard and I think one of the other things is, I think, because we started the club 
five years ago and continue to grow it and grow it and grow it,” said Ken Wardley. “I think they recognize that 
we have a very strong shuffleboard club out here and I think that was one of the reasons why we got picked.”

This isn’t the first time that all four of these players have put on the red and white. Ken and Verna Wardley are 
both rookies but Marg and Doug have both gone on to play internationally before. Marg was a member of 
Team Canada in 2005 in Brazil and in 2006 when they played in Lake Side, Ohio. Meanwhile Doug has been 
on the conglomeration team comprised of players from all over the world. Marg says it was a great experience 
playing for Canada, she learned a lot and made some great friends. She expects this time to be a similar 
experience again. She does have some advice for the rookies though and that’s just to enjoy the experience of 
being down there.

“They took us all around Brazil. We saw things we probably wouldn’t have if we had gone on our own,” said Marg. “They 
treat you very well.”

Verna says the foursome has been at the Recplex a few times a week trying to get their game ready to go.

“You really do have to commit yourself to practicing...The amount of time you dedicate to it reaps [rewards] in the end,” 
she said. “We’re just all pretty excited about going and we look forward to the experience before.”

Ken Wardley credits the people in High River with them getting to the international tournament. All four of these players 
routinely play against some of the best competition in the world, and a lot of that comes straight from High River.

“We have very high caliber of play, we have international players living in High River,” said Ken. “High River is becoming 
more and more known as a shuffleboard capital.”

Ken is going to be one of six players on the men’s Canadian roster while Marg and Verna are going to be two of six on 
the women’s team.

“My expectation is we will simply just take it all in and get as much out of it as we can,” said Verna Wardley.


