
Tin Can Tourists playing shuffleboard at a Dade City camp (December 9, 1936) 

This pic is of the Courts in Dade 

City; pic taken in 1936 and is part 

of an official Florida State 

Collection. Stan 2012 05 16.  

The opening of highways to southern states 

during the second decade of the twentieth 

century allowed newly mobile northerners and 

adventurous men and women from around the 

nation to see the unique sites and communities of 

Florida's interior, away from the more developed 

cities and destinations on the east and west 

coasts. After the completion of the Dixie Highway 

from Montreal to Miami in 1915, the number of 

automobile tourists increased dramatically every 

year, and Florida's rural areas and small towns 

began to change as well 

http://floridamemory.com/photographiccollection/photo_exhibits/tincans/   

If you believe you would enjoy looking at pix from this era, click on the url 

above. No doubt, many became avid shufflers.    

The Tin Can Tourists and Early Camper Culture 

The Tin Can Tourists association formed to coordinate the conventions of the new and expanding practitioners of 

automobile-camper travel. Many of the images included in this section are from a collection at the Department of 

State, State Archives of Florida that documents the organization and activities of the Tin Can Tourists of the World 

(T.C.T.) from 1920 to 1982. The records consist of scrapbooks, photographs, convention programs, necrology 

(memorial) service programs, official records (constitution, by-laws, minutes), correspondence and an early 

membership list. The scrapbooks contain the bulk of the information available. They document the functions of the 

T.C.T., the various camp sites where meetings were held, the evolution of the trailers used and the automobiles that 

towed them, and the activities as well as the amusements enjoyed by the members.  

The Tin Can Tourists of the World (T.C.T.) was an organization of camping and "trailering" enthusiasts founded at a 

Tampa, Florida campground in 1919. The goals of the group were to provide its members with safe and clean 

camping areas, wholesome entertainment, and high moral values. The origin of the term "tin can" in the name is not 

clear. Some have suggested that it refers to the campers' reliance upon canned foods. Others have asserted the 

name refers to the small Ford automobile of the era, the Model T or "Tin Lizzie," which was a popular and affordable 

automobile option among middle class Americans from which the majority of T.C.T. members came. The modified 

automobile driven by Tin Can Tourists often included large metal barrels for carrying water attached on the vehicles' 

exteriors. The original recognition emblem of the T.C.T. was a tin can soldered to the radiator cap of a member's car. 
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