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Vancouver Has A Good Deal To Offer! 
Vancouver is home to one half the population of British Columbia with a 

population of 2 million 100 thousand. Land is at a premium and the city 

skyline of Vancouver’s West End seems to rise right out of the Strait of Georgia.  

In Vancouver, North America meets Asia; VR is home to the 2nd largest 

Chinatown in N.A. and this is manifested on the streets, especially compared to 

the even greater diversity of Toronto.    

We get off the Ferry at Tsawwassen  and boarded a bus to Bridgeport to catch 

the Sky Train to the YVR Airport!!  The VR Sky Train is exemplary!!  It is rapid; 

it is accessible; it is clean; it takes you where you “want to go” AND it is 

economical!!    

I can remember when I was on the Senior Management Transportation Course 

“way back when”!!  Course was held in Cornwall, ON.  At that time we were 

brought up to speed on this concept, a relatively high speed urban train 

network operated completely by computers >> there is no conductor; there is 

no human presence!!   We were bused to the test location for the Train and 

given a ride.  Later, in 1986 I believe, while attending the Vancouver Expo in 19 

86, Lois and I had the opportunity to ride on the 1st installation of the “Sky 

Train”.   

 

Lois tells me that in fact we did not actually RIDE THE TRAIN; we were given a 

tour, an information session, along with other interested attendees at the 1986 

Fair.  I do not have any factual details but it is quite apparent that Vancouver 

has significantly expanded the Sky Train and it now is the major transportation 

system within the City!!  We used it exclusively on our 2010 Visit.  I cannot 
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adequately tell you how impressed I am with the SkyTrain!!  Imagine arriving at 

a station and reading the exact time your train will arrive, and then having it 

arrive as announced!!  Imagine having all the stations announced before you 

arrive >> in totally understandable audible language!!  Imagine the comfort one 

gains when you realize that no “human error” is going to take place!!    

 

 

 

After getting settled in our Hotel on Monday, 2010 08 02 we decided that we 

would visit Granville Island >> for a “lookaround” and possibly for dinner!  Vis-

à-vis our last, our first visit to Granville, we added 2 new features.  We added 

the SkyTrain and AquaBus as part of the Adventure.  We took the SkyTrain 

from Bridgeport to Roundhouse Station, walked the short distance to the 

AquaBus and on to Granville.    
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Roundhouse Station.  As both the Paternal and the Maternal sides were 

heavily involved with Railroads, albeit different companies, the McConnells 

with the CNR and the McCormacks with the CPR, I will not dwell on the raison 

d’etre of the Roundhouse; sufficient to say that the Train Engine had to be 

serviced and the Roundhouse was the place where it was achieved.  Engine 

was taken into track, above, track rotated, and into the large building.  

Vancouver has correctly thought this aspect of our history sufficiently 

important to preserve, and preserve they have.   There is also a RailRoad 

Museum in this same area. 

From the Roundhouse we walked the short distance to catch the AquaBus, see 

photo above right.  These small craft traversed False Creek taking passengers 

to any point OR in the alternative on a Tour.  It was a new and interesting way 

to get from downtown VR to Granville.  Granville Island is a Mustdo item when 

you visit Vancouver.  Abandoned industrial buildings have been given minor 

repairs and used creatively for the display of Fruits, Vegetables, Meats, 

Jewellery, Furniture, Effects, Food Outlets, Entertainment Operations and no 

doubt many things I have overlooked!!  We first visited Granville in 2004 while 

living in Nanaimo prior to moving on to Tucson, AZ.  At that time I reported on 

the variety of produce.  On this visit I will attempt to capture the “Joi de Vivre” 

of those assembled.  The best way to do this is to insert a number of thumb 

nails for our enjoyment!!  (See next page, page 4 top)  

Lois and I enjoyed a coffee while observing the activity in one location. (Pix 

below)  I sought and obtained approval to take the pic of the young woman with 

the ice cream and of the culturally diverse woman in the colourful shirt/blouse 

above.  All of this was going on in an area where a singer was performing.  The 

woman below, in yellow, 2nd last pic, clearly an octogenarian, moved to centre 

stage AND began to dance, displaying a good deal of vigor and enthusiasm to 

the quiet delight of the crowd!!  Perhaps those two words, quiet delight best 

describe the mood of much of Granville Island.     
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We depart by AquaBus, and board the SkyTrain; Seniors travel at a reduced 

rate; a day pass costs $7.00 and a single senior fare was $1.75.  As we boarded 

the SkyTrain, a gentleman immediately rose and gave his seat to Lois.  He and 

his wife had been sitting in a designated senior seat.   He and I began talking 

and it turns out that he (also a senior, albeit not as old as the writer) was a 

Dentist from North Carolina.  He had been attending a conference of American 

Dentists and all had done the Rocky Mountaineer trip; roughly VR to Jasper, 

down to Banff and Lake Louise and back to VR, all by Train, I believe.  It was 

evident that all had enjoyed the trip; he was enthusiastic about returning to 

our East Coast and I recommended that he include Newfoundland.  Near the 

end of our ride, our conversation moved to politics and it soon became evident 

that he was a Republican.  I made it abundantly clear that contrary to what he 

believed, the majority of Canadians were satisfied, well satisfied, with our 

Health Care.  He said he was very glad to hear that!  He did make it abundantly 

clear that doctors in the US are slaves to the insurance companies, i.e. if I 

understood him correctly; they set the rates and other details.  It was a most 

congenial conversation.    

That just about ends our first day in Vancouver.  2010 08 02.   SAVE AND 

EXCEPT THE LITTLE CUTIE BELOW:  (scroll down to next page)  
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SAVE AND EXCEPT for the little cutie below!!  

 

 

        


