
OFFICIAL OPENING FOLLOWS THE PARADE: July 6th, 2012 

As explained in previous articles, the Parade ended at the Arena. The Arena is a relatively new, relatively 

large and relatively attractive, being circular in design. I am guessing but it may seat 10,000.  All TAFISA 

participants had been given an assigned seat and at 20:00 hrs. we were in our seats.  The city had sold 

the remaining seats to city dwellers, and accordingly we had a full house.   

The one hour and one half performance which followed was excellent!  Literally hundreds were involved, 

each one a professional or so it seemed.   

In advance I apologize for the pix I am about to insert.  Although I have a relatively good camera, an 

OLYMPUS, it was not up to the task.  I have requested pix from a member of the Horseshoe Team and 

when I receive them I will post a Slide Show of this outstanding performance.  Just in case he does not 

supply a pic of the Entrance into the Arena of the ISA Contingent, I am going to insert 2 pix (neither good) 

but the best I have.    (I have 

explained why we are carrying the 

US Flag in earlier article.) That is 

Marius with the US Flag and 

behind him carrying the ISA Flag 

is Bernard.  I see Lois walking 

some distance behind and the 

other members would be 

following.  Leading, and holding 

our sign is one of our Guides, 

dressed in the orange shirt. Every 

Nation entered in this fashion, 

coming down the colourfully 

decorated stairs into the Arena. 

Their entrance followed the Grand 

Performance and then we had Remarks  by various City Officials and TAFISA officials.   The time now, i.e. 

when the Ceremony concluded, is 22:00.  Those of us who Paraded had not had a bite to eat since lunch.   

Some of our Group returned to our quarters; some went “out on the town” and at least 1 remained for the 

food provided at the Arena.  All in all, It Was A Most Successful Day.   

To the left is the final shot 

as participants wave their 

Flags and confetti and 

streamers were blown over 

the entire group.  It was a 

fitting way to end the 

evening.   

Remember, this event took 

place on the evening of the 

6
th; 

I am writing this on the 

morning of the 8
th

.  The 8
th

 

is our Demonstration Day. 
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