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Day 4, China Adventure 
The primary activity on Day 4 was our 

tour to the Great Wall.  For Lois the Wall 

was first priority in deciding on China as 

our destination of choice.   Canadians 

may remember that in Public School we 

had a Geography Text, a large gray 

book with a hard cover which contained 

graphic illustrations and descriptions of 

such world sites.  Obviously The Wall 

had resonated with her > AND stayed 

with her for the intervening 60 years!!  

(Sorry I cannot be more precise > age 

thing with Women! Lol)  I am happy to 

say that she was not disappointed.  

A bit of history, history that also relates 

to the Terra-cotta Warriors.  The Wall 

was not the work of one dynasty.  

Begun as early as the seventh century 

B.C., it took on its gargantuan character 

under the first emperor of the Qin 

dynasty that unified China, (Qinshi 

Huangdi, whose other lasting legacy 

was the terra-cotta warriors who we also 

visited and enjoyed >> story later.   The 

purpose of the Wall was of course the defense of China, specifically to keep the hostile tribesmen of the 

north, out of China.  It failed miserably and was eventually suspended and allowed to decay.  (Sorry about 

that folks!) It did however serve other useful purposes, not the least of which is the immense number of 

tourists (dollars) it beings to China.   

Notwithstanding my observations, I thoroughly enjoyed the Wall as 

did Geraldine and Robin, on your left.  In fact I believe that every 

one of us enjoyed our visit.  On the next page I am going to post 

two pix; the first Looking Up, the second, Looking Down.  For the 

record Shannon and Natalie made it to the top >> long way up. I 

rather imagine that Katrina and Michael also made it.  They are in 

Bangkok and undoubtedly will let me know when they return.  I had 

a pic of Natalie and Shannon in the last posting. On speculation, I 

will now post a pic of Michael and Katrina.     

I think we can all agree that Katrina was a hurricane of 

activity, never failing to capture a pic of anything that 

moved OR didn’t move for that matter!! Lol At last count 

she had taken 10,000 pix!!  We all enjoyed their 

enthusiasm and vigor!!    
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From the Great Wall we pay a visit to a Pottery OUTLET (I think??)   

 Following that, going by my pix, we 

go to Lunch; then (again I think) visit 

another 

museum; pic 

on right.  

 

 

and then on to the Summer Palace, the royal retreat of Empress Dowager 

which is now a park.   

We take a short boat ride across beautiful Lake Kunming and then do a walking tour around the interesting park.  The 

park provided many opportunities for photos and of course was “full of history”.  To see the Slide Show containing 

these pix AS WELL as those of the Great Wall, click here: http://photopeach.com/album/15aye9j  To watch slide show 

FULL SCREEN, click in the larger rectangle when program opens.  Have speakers on.   

Stan McCormack  2012 09 20 

stanistheman_200@yahoo.com    

No Dinner provided this evening; many of us 

join Chen for a great Dinner behind our Hotel.  

Thanks Chen.   
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