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China Trip, Day 7, Sep 05
th
 

On day 7, Sep 05
th

, according to our Smartour Day by Day Itinerary, we experience the Terra Cotta Army 

of soldiers and horses guarding the tomb of Emperor Qin Shi.  And, again reading our itinerary, we are to 

visit the Shanxi Museum to view precious art of the Han and Tang Dynasties.  All to be topped off by a 

delicious Dumpling Dinner AND THEN delight in a Tang Dynasty spectacular folklore show.                       

(I acknowledge that the itinerary has been helpful this time >> let’s see if “Chinese Entrepreneurship 

causes us to deviate from our itinerary as it has done so many times before?????) Lol   

However; if I have this correct we must a) fly from Beijing to Xian and check into our Hotel > Golden 

Flower Shangri-La Hotel.  It should now be Sep 05
th

 and in the a.m. we bus to our 1
st
 stop. For non 

Smartour people, we always had our Breakfast in our Hotel.   

 

Pic by Stan. Could not get close but this pic gives you a good idea of the sheer magnitude of the site!  

Also see the article below which I scanned from the National Geographic Traveler.  See heading below 

the pic, (page 2). Not only does each terra cotta warier represent a man, each warrior is the exact replica 

of a man.    As is stated at the intro of the article on page 2, peasants stumbled on the site while digging a 

well in 1974.  One of the 3 peasants is alive.    
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Each terra-cotta warrior represents an individual man. 

A R M Y  O F  T H E  T E R R A - C O T T A  W A R R I O R S  

Army of the 

Terra-cotta Warriors 
Stumbled upon by peasants digging a well in 1974, the 2,000-year-old army of the terra-cotta 

warriors (Bingmayong) is a fascinating record of artistic achievement and a grandiose expression 

of f imperial power. 

Emperor Qinshi Huangdi 

united China for the first time under 

the Qin (see p. 29) and embarked on 

a series of huge construction projects 

including the Great Wall. The best 

preserved of these undertakings is 

probably the army of terra-Cotta 

warriors, interred within the outer 

wall of the emperor's mausoleum 

(which was built during his lifetime) 

as his eternal Imperial guard. 

The thousands of pottery Warriors 

stanstand inside three vaults. These 

werwere originally covered with wooden 

rrooroofs.  under a layer of earth.  

ReRRemarkably, no historical records 

acknacknowledged the existence of this 

army army, so they were 

lost to time. 

The tallest warrior stands more than 6 

feet. And all were equipped with still-

sharp bronze weapons-swords, 

spears, cross bows, and longbows  

The weapons have been removed 

and  

Plt No. 1 

Thr main army stands in Pit I; 

6,000 of the 8,000 

withers and horses are here. As 

you enter, the silent ranks of the 

terra-cotta warriors stare fixedly 

back through the millennia. The 

rows of figures are separated by 

walls roughly 8 feet (2.5 m) wide; 

high-level walkways lead between 

the rows so that you look down 
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Our 2
nd

 stop on this day, 

Sep 05
th

, 7
th

 day of Tour, 

was at this museum in 

Xian.  Name > Shanxi 

Museum.  

This slide, in the Slide 

Show will be the 

embarkation point, that is 

leaving Terra Cotta 

Warriors and going into 

the Shanxi Museum.   

I took my Playbook to the 

Dumpling Dinner and thus 

have no pix of that.  Pix 

were not allowed at the 

Tang Dynasty Spectac!!  

This show, a folklore show 

was first class.   

Also in the Slide Show you will see a couple of shots of the Golden Flower Hotel.  All our Hotels were top 

notch.   Now just a couple of shots in the museum to help you remember.  (I can’t > lol)  

 

OK > back to our Hotel to prepare for the Grand Dinner and Tang Dynasty Folk Show.   

Here is your slide show:   http://photopeach.com/album/m457yw  

You may wish to read what Wikipedia has to say: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terra_Cotta_Warriors   

Stan McCormack 2012 09 28.   

http://photopeach.com/album/m457yw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terra_Cotta_Warriors

