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Day 8, Sep 06
th
, 2012 China Tour 

We leave our hotel and fly from Xian to Wuhan.  In Wuhan we board a bus and take our longest bus ride 

of the tour.  We travel to Yichang, the gateway to the Yangtze River Gorges where we will board our river 

cruiser, Victoria Cruises Premier Ship. We will sail on the night of Sep 6
th

.   

Just a word about our expectations vis-à-vis the cruise.  I think that Lois and I were expecting the (river) 

cruise to be similar to our Caribbean cruises, with plenty of opportunity to rest and relax, with the primary 

activity being on board the ship.  The River Cruise did not turn out that way.  Primary activity, from my 

perspective, was the land excursions, optional and otherwise.  That is not to say that we were 

disappointed, but the cruise did not provide that change that we anticipated.    

Before we talk about the cruise down the Yangtze, let’s say a little about the long bus ride from Whuan to 

Yichang.  Peter was our local guide and he had a number of interesting stories to relate as we moved 

through the Chinese countryside which in itself was an entirely new experience.  We traveled through rice 

fields; rice had been harvested and was lying/stored in what appeared to be their yard.   Harvest seemed 

to be over as the straw (if that is the correct terminology) was being burned.  We commented to Peter re 

this practice and he observed that it was a problem AND that it had been so bad in the previous year that 

it caused an accident at the airport.  At one time they used to feed the straw to water buffalo, >> the 

implication being that the water buffalo are not now a viable option for the farmer.  (We cannot 

immediately criticize the burning of the straw as we burn Orange Trees in southern FL, and they certainly 

contribute significantly to pollution.)   

Local guide Peter had been the first in his community, in the very area through which we travelled, to 

graduate from university.  He reflected back to the 60s telling us that he had distinct memories of being 

both hungry and cold.  He told us that he 

carried his own desk to school; that he had 

6 siblings; and that each child was allocated 

7.5Kg of rice per month.  (1 kg = 2.2 lb.)  

Rationing included sugar and butter.  He 

told us how his father would wake him early 

in the morning and together they would go 

out to the snow covered fields.  They would 

search for an indication (indent or similar) 

that a rabbit was beneath.  They would then 

quickly brush away the snow and his father 

would kill the rabbit with his hay fork.  It was 

the only meat that he could remember 

eating at that time of his life.  Peter was 

sending his son to university.  It cost him 7 

thousand yen per year, and his room and 

board of 900 yen was over and above.  (Don’t quote me on the university fees)  It was difficult to follow 

accurately.  Peter shared with us that China had an objective of achieving health care for “all people”; he 

went on to explain that farmers are exempt from the limitation on number of children per family, as are 

other “minorities”.  He told us that while we were traversing traditional Chinese farmland, China was also 

promoting large factory type farming.  Above is a pic of the type of country through which we were moving.   
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We made one “pit” stop along the route and the female in this pic, (nice hat) was collecting empty plastic 

bottles.  She did her best to conceal herself when she realized I was trying to get her pic.   

This is as good a spot as any to comment on 

our Coach Drivers.  I believe that each was 

competent; we must have had at least 12; but 

on this our longest ride, we had the youngest 

driver, a driver who pushed (read exceeded) the 

speed limit which was painted on each lane of 

the 3 lane highway, a driver who drove with one 

leg resting on the dash, taking by far the most 

casual approach to his task.  The most 

courteous driver, without a doubt, was our driver 

in Hong Kong; a driver who actually yielded to 

traffic when indicated.     

Below is the very first view of our Ship; we boarded 

through the blue dock with the walkway to  

the mainland.  

 

WE had our dinner on board ship shortly after 

checking into our cabin.  The dining room was 

totally adequate; all meals were buffet; all were 

fully acceptable and for the only time during the 

tour, we had desserts!!   

Other tours were also on board, almost 

exclusively English speaking. There were a very 

small number of Chinese, apparently retired 

public servants.  We are going to depart, to set 

sail at 04:00 on Sep 7
th

 so let’s close this page, 

end the day of Thursday, Sep 06
th

, 2012.   

There is no slide show associated with this 

narrative.    

Stan McCormack. 2012 09 30 14:35.    
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