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Hong Kong, It Is Different!! 
Hong Kong Island was originally ceded to the British “in perpetuity” with the Treaty of Nanking in 1842, 

which concluded the first Opium War.   This was expanded to include additional territories later and a 99 

year lease was given in 1898.  During the Cultural Revolution, (1966-1976), Hong Kong braced for the 

Chinese invasion that never quite came.* Mao Zedong was keenly aware that Hong Kong was a useful 

portal to the outside world and a fundamental source of foreign exchange. (Above from National 

Geographic Traveler) 

* It was during this period that many citizens from Hong Kong immigrated to Canada (Vancouver & 

Toronto), as well I expect, to other parts of the world.  The Mother of our local Hong Kong guide, (Kelly I 

think) lived in Toronto and he said many of his family had also taken up residence there.  He flew to 

Toronto to see his mother every year and said the only time he had to speak English was at Customs!!   

In 1997 the lease expired.  The demand was Hong Kong’s way of life be protected for 50 years.  On July 

1
st
, 1997 the 50 years began.  While we were there, the Hong Kong citizenry protested because of a 

change in the School programme which they believed was “propaganda”.  The change was cancelled. At 

the present time China is responsible/in charge of Foreign Affairs and Defense, Hong Kong all other 

aspects of Govt.  For example, for us to enter, we needed our Pass Ports and had to clear Customs just 

as we would for any other “foreign country”.   In Hong Kong you drive on the opposite (left) side of the 

road!!   

Several times during the tour, local guides and Chen talked of the corruption throughout China. On more 

than one occasion they specifically exempted Hong Kong.  My theory is that the British System of Justice 

just may be the key to this difference.   

HONG KONG HARBOUR was pretty AWESOME!   

This was a shot of their Laser 

Show; i.e.buildings lighted at 

night.  I was disappointed.     

It is said that the most expensive 

real estate in the world is the 

Peak Victoria Park which we 

visited.  (No, we did not buy!!)  

Hong Kong’s elite live in this 

area.  I have some pix.  of the 

many sites we saw from the Bus, 

as well as those taken of the  

Harbour and at the Peak. Upon return from the Peak, many took a short but interesting tour of the harbor 

> see the full size pic on page 2 below.  We also pay a visit to STANLEY MARKET (pix will be on the slide 

show) Bargains were available if one was proficient at negotiating!!  Many made purchases.  We were on 

our own for the afternoon of Sep 13
th

, Day 15, and also on our own for Dinner the same day.  WE meet in 

the Hotel Lobby at 05:00 on Friday, Sep 14
th

 and fly from Hong Kong to Seoul, South Korea.    
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Slide Show: http://photopeach.com/album/asbmx3  I do hope you have enjoyed these 

articles.  Hope to see you on the next TOUR!!   

Stan and Lois 2012 10 05  

http://photopeach.com/album/asbmx3
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