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BOYNTON BEACH — It’s not on the same level as the Middle East, but a dispute 
here has reached a critical juncture: peaceful coexistence or the end of an era.
The issue: shuffleboard.
This week, the Madsen Center, two blocks south of city hall at 145 S.E. Second Ave., hosted 
a statewide tournament associated with the 13,600-member Florida Shuffleboard Association; 
60 players played Monday and 20 finalists Tuesday.
But soon the Madsen will be home to Stage Left, a community theater group. Commissioners 
this month approved an 18-month lease.
So the state tournament, the shuffleboarders say, is their last event in Boynton Beach. On 
Tuesday they were boxing up “cue” sticks, disks, scorebooks and historic photos.
“We’re leaving today. Packing up now,” Frank Lamb said. He’s head of the Boynton Beach 
group.
The problem, he said, isn’t access to the courts.
“We can play shuffleboard,” Lamb said. “But we have no place to keep our equipment.”
And, he said, without access to the building, participants have to walk over to the library or 
civic center for their restrooms; they’re just a few hundred feet away but that’s not an easy 
walk for seniors. And sometimes those buildings are closed.
Ken Offenther of Fort Lauderdale, a retired banker who’s a leader of the district that 
encompasses Palm Beach and Broward counties, noted about 25 of those coming for the 
state tournament were from out of town. That means restaurants and hotels, which means 
money for the local economy.
And, he said, “It’s a loss to the seniors. To be disregarded in this decision is amazing, 
amazing twice to me in its lack of consideration.”
Local shuffleboard groups have left their homes one by one; Howard Park in West Palm 
Beach. A park in Boca Raton. And, most recently, in Lake Worth.
Now the nearest center would be in Pompano Beach.
“It’s Boynton Beach’s loss,” Lamb said. “They’ve got this investment here. And they’re going 
to throw it away.”
Lamb allowed that if the club could retain access to restrooms, and get an outside shed with 
power for their waxing equipment, that would solve the impasse.
According to recreation and parks director Wally Majors and assistant city manager Carisse 
LeJeune, the shuffleboarders can have an outside storage closet, although not the electricity, 
since the theater’s paying the power bill.
They also said Stage Left has agreed to give the group access to bathrooms at times when 
the troupe is inside working or rehearsing.
“The shuffleboard club has been asked not to schedule shuffleboard activities during theater 
performances, which they will be notified of in advance. The club still has full access to the 
play areas outside any time other than planned performances,” LeJeune said.
Shuffleboard in other cities:
Lake Worth converted its shuffleboard complex, at 1121 Lucerne Ave., into a resource center 
for migrant workers. After two years, its lease wasn’t renewed in 2010. The building’s due for 
extensive rehab following the hurricanes of 2004 and 2005, facilities coordinator Steve 
Haughn said. He said it now houses the city’s recreation department. A member of the 
Boynton Beach group approached Lake Worth about two weeks ago and the city is 
considering pressure cleaning and touch-up of the courts, and perhaps adding benches. 
Haughn said shuffleboarders could have a large storage closet in the building and would have 
access to its restrooms.
West Palm Beach: At Howard Park, near the Kravis Center, shuffleboard groups left when 
the city, facing tight budgets, no longer could supply prize money for tournament participants, 
many of whomweren’t city residents, center supervisor Tracy Merrill said; “We did not kick 
them out.”

Lannis Waters
Paul Gelman and Jay 
Goldman, both with the 
Boynton Beach shuffleboard 
club, compete in a tournament 
at the Boynton Beach 
shuffleboard courts Tuesday, 
November 27, 2012

Lannis Waters
Chuck Busscher of Hollywood 
competes in a tournament at 
the Boynton Beach 
shuffleboard courts Tuesday, 
November 27, 2012, the last 
day of play before the 
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