
Shuffle diplomacy works: Club will stay in Boynton

By Eliot Kleinberg
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
BOYNTON BEACH — Grab your cues and wax your discs. 
City Commissioner Steven Holzman has brokered a deal that 
should keep the shuffleboard club in the city.
Commissioners voted last month to give Stage Left, a 
community theater group, an 18-month lease at the Madsen 
Center, two blocks south of city hall at 145 S.E. Second Ave.
Members of the local shuffleboard group said that, while their 
courts, at Madsen, still would be accessible, they’d lose 
storage and meeting areas, an equipment service room, and 
restrooms, all inside the building.
After hearing of the impasse Wednesday, Holzman and city 
public works director Jeff Livergood met at midday with 
shuffleboard group leader Frank Lamb.
“I was at the storage place and taking out the papers,” Lamb 
said Wednesday. “He (Holzman) called me and told me, 
‘Don’t do anything.’”
Stage Left had agreed to give access to bathrooms when the 
troupe is inside working or rehearsing, but the building would 
be locked otherwise. The city had offered shuffleboarders an 
outside storage closet, although not with electricity, since the 
theater’s paying the power bill.
Under the deal, the club would keep its key to the building. As 
for the electricity, Lamb said the group needs just enough to 
run a small engine to wax the discs. If necessary, he said, 
“we would slip them a 10 dollar bill every month or 
something.”
Holzman blamed the dispute on city staff failing “to put all the 
parties in one place at one time so everyone understands 
what they needed and how they could make it work.”

Lannis Waters
Paul Gelman and Jay Goldman, 
both with the Boynton Beach 
shuffleboard club, compete in a 
tournament at the Boynton 
Beach shuffleboard courts 
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