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Another great season is over for the Bayshore Shuffleboard League, and for the eighth 
straight year, the same team was victorious, albeit by a very close margin.

The league celebrated with its annual banquet at the Crystal Lake Mobile Home activity 
center in Fort Myers on Sunday, giving out awards and coming together as friends over 
a barbecue dinner.

According to league president Pete Longjohn, the league has much to celebrate as its 
play has gotten stronger than ever.

"We're getting stronger every year, with the number of players going over to Lee 
County to play," Longjohn said. "We have a number of people called pros that go to 
state tournaments and compete in various meets. They aren't pros, but very good 
players."

And these players, about 100 strong, got together to enjoy fellowship, have a nice 
dinner catered by the Smokin' Pit (and paid for by the league's sponsor, Ellsworth 
Heating and Cooling) and get the hardware for a great season.

It was the Lazy Days club that won the league for the eighth straight year.

"Don't everybody boo now," said team captain Betty Rossi as she collected the plaque 
for her team.

When asked how they've done it, Rossi stated the obvious.

"We have some very good players. And they're mostly Canadian," Rossi said. "I've 
been in the league 35 years and we all get along well and nobody complains about 
where they're going to play. They all enjoy the game."

Also receiving hardware was the team of Bill Oostdyk and Dick Widdis of Cypress 
Woods, who won the main event, season-ending tournament played last week.

"We just had a great day and hoped we would win and thankfully, we did," Oostdyk 
said. "We made a lot of new friends and good memories to take home."

And the best is yet to come, Longjohn said. In the fall, they will celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of shuffleboard coming to Florida.

He said the game was believed to have started by people coming over by boat and 
they had the game on the ship and a family really liked it and decided to play it.

Though its actual origins are unknown, the game has been played in Europe for about 
500 years.
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