
Jack Thorne is ready to don the maple leaf.

Thorne, a retired Port Colborne resident, has been asked to play for Team Canada at next October’s 
international shuffleboard singles championships. The tournament will take place in Florida and will 
feature 24 of the country’s top shuffleboard players, 12 men and 12 women, competing against foes from 
America, Germany, Russia and throughout the world. A total of 12 countries will be represented in the five-
day tournament.

“I was shocked when I got the letter,” he said. “I didn’t expect it.”

In December Thorne, who with his wife Marie spends the winter months in Clearwater, Fla., was part of a 
duo that won a big tournament in Florida. The win convinced Thorne to apply to the world championship 
tournament.

He didn’t begin playing shuffleboard with plans of making it this far, though. He took up the sport after 
retiring in 1994. He and Marie began spending their winters in Florida, and Jack decided to give it a try.

“I just love the game. The more I play the more I enjoy it,” he said.

While in Florida he plays in just about every tournament he can and will spend up to four days a week 
playing from morning to sunset.

What he loves about it is the friendly competition. While it’s fiercely competitive and players want to win, 
he said players still have fun.

“Nobody gets mad at the game,” he said.

During the summer months when he and Marie return to Port Colborne, Jack tours the province playing in 
various tournaments. There’s no local club or high quality courts in the city, which is disappointing for him, 
but that doesn’t mean he doesn’t get his fill while in Canada. This year he’s planning to take part in 
tournaments in Coldwater, St. Mary’s, Picton, Kincardine and Nobel.

Thorne was also asked to represent Ontario at a tournament in Dieppe, New Brunswick this year, though 
Thorne hasn’t decided if he’ll be able to play or not.

Though he isn’t placing any expectations on how he’ll do at the worlds, Thorne said he’ll take on any and 
all opponents with the same enthusiasm. He said at this stage he doesn’t really get intimidated by anyone 
and will just see how things play out.

“I’ve got to the point where I’ll play anybody,” he said.
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Facing off for Canada

Facing off for Canada. Jack 
Thorne shows off some of the 
medals he 's  won p lay ing 
shuffleboard, as well as the 
letter he received in March 
inviting him to play for Team 
C a n a d a a t t h e s i n g l e s 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l w o r l d 
championships in October.
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