
This letter by ISA President Gus Bondi, was 

mailed to Japan’s President in recognition of 30 

years of Shuffleboard in Japan.   

 

Yoshiko Suzuki 

President 

Japan National Shuffleboard Association 

 

Dear Yoshiko, 

Congratulations on your 30
th

 anniversary of shuffleboard in Japan.  

In 1975 Mr. Hikotaro Tagawa, president of the Japan Sports Federation, visited the Shuffleboard 

Hall of Fame in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

He had previously introduced bowling to the Japanese people and was looking for a leisure sport 

for the Japanese people. He thought shuffleboard would be an idea sport for the Japanese people 

to get involved with. 

He came to the United States and met with a few people to discuss the possibility of introducing 

shuffleboard to Japan. 

He met with Herbert Smock,William Johnson and Ray Mosley to discuss things. 

Over the next few years friendships developed mainly because of Yoshio Kosai who acted as 

public relations man for the Japan Sports Federation. 

In March of 1979, Mr. Hikotaro Tagawa, Yoshio Kosai and Satoru Ohkubo visited St. 

Petersburg, Florida and this was the beginning of the International Shuffleboard Association and 

officers were named. 

They met with Mr. Sam Allen at Allen Shuffleboard Association to discuss the equipment 

needed to play shuffleboard in Japan 

Mr. Satoru Ohkubo, an engineer, would be in charge of the court construction in Japan and he 

asked many questions about the construction of the courts. 

The next meeting was in January of 1980 where everyone agreed that the first International 

Shuffleboard Association tournament would be held in July of 1981 in Muskegon, Michigan. 

Since then there has been a annual International Shuffleboard Association tournament held every 

year at various places around the world. 

Japan has always sent a team of women and men to all of the tournaments. 

This year in Australia the Japanese women won the title and became WORLD CHAMPIONS. 

This was a great honor for so many years of dedication to the sport. 

It has always been a pleasure to play against the Japanese women and men. They are truly good 

competitors. 

I wish the Japanese Shuffleboard Association many more years of success in the future and look 

forward to seeing them at International Shuffleboard tournaments around the world. 

 

Sincerely, Gus Bondi, I.S.A. President.  October 17
th

, 2008.   

 

  

 

 


