
Glen Peltier offers these personal observations on Hall 

of Famers Dick Whitaker and Russ Dehart.  

Whitaker and DeHart were Big Winners. Dick was the 

wizard.  He was the powerhouse of the two.  See Dick’s HOF 

write-up below.  

Russ could be counted on to get his hammer and hide a disc 

on his opponent’s hammer.  Russ was the steady one.  See 

Russ’ HOF write-up below.   

This combination is what makes a good team.  

Glen Peltier 2010-02-23 

RUSS DeHART - PLAYERS - SOUTHWEST COAST DISTRICT 

RUSS DeHART moved to Florida in 1980 and began playing 

shuffleboard a year later. From the onset, Russ 

appeared to have a “Natural Ability” and he moved 

easily to State Amateur status and then Pro in 1983. 

Plagued with vertigo, severe back problems, and other 

health concerns, his participation in tournaments was 

restricted for a few years. However, he easily qualified for his 

first Masters in 1988. Subsequently, he played in the 1989, 

1990, 1991 and 1992 Masters tournaments; and he earned 218 

points before having to retire from active play. 

During Russ’ brief tenure as an active player, he played a few 

of the summer Ohio tournaments. He placed in six National 

singles and doubles at Lakeside before his back pain became too 

severe to continue. Russ believes he was extremely fortunate 

because of the excellent partners he played with in Ohio and 

Florida.  He is sorely missed by those partners, who consider 

themselves lucky to have played with him. Russ and his wife 

Betty were part of the special camaraderie that evolves among 

tournament players who follow the circuit. Those close 

relationships are missed by them ... and by all who enjoyed 

their companionship. GRACE is the word that best describes Russ.  

Always gracious in his dealings with others, on and off the 

courts, he may also have been one of shuffleboard’s most 

graceful players. His smooth approach, delivery, and follow-

through were a study in elegance. 



DICK WHITAKER  -  SOUTHWEST COAST DISTRICT 

DICK WHITAKER began playing shuffleboard as a 

District Amateur in 1981-82. All his wins were in the 

main events: four first places; two seconds; one 

third; and four fourths. As a State Amateur he placed 

second three times, third once, and fourth once. 

Possessed with remarkable skill, he has accumulated 240 points 

as a Pro with relative ease. Generally speaking, if Dick enters 

a tournament, he usually makes it to the winner’s circle. At 

the time of his nomination to the Hall of Fame, his career 

revealed 46 first-place wins, 25 seconds, 12 thirds, and 16 

fourth places. Although Dick credits his frequent partner, Russ 

DeHart, with much of his success, he is a very formidable 

player in his own right. Few players are willing to risk a game 

of wits in board play with Dick, as his skill is complemented 

with the cunning of an expert chess player. Students of board 

strategy are in constant attendance when Dick is on the courts. 

Potential partners are plentiful as knowledgeable players would 

far rather play with him than against him! Dick and his wife, 

Pat, won in mixed doubles in 1985-86. He has qualified for the 

Masters six times and played four. He has placed on the Roll of 

Champions several years. His skill is recognized throughout the 

state, and his name is widely known to shufflers.   

  At time of preparing this report > 2010 02 23, Dick had 458   

points.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


