
Lary Faris Shuffleboard Superstar.  

When I first started playing shuffleboard, Larry was writing a widely read 

newspaper column called Shuffleboard Coach. * 

Lary addressed the needs of both the amateurs and the pros but he followed 

the pro circuit and wrote about our games. He covered the Masters every year. 

I sought him out and we became very close friends. Lary played the classic 

game. The scoreboard was his silent partner telling him what to do.  

Lary wrote a column on Dick Whitaker and myself called THE BATTLE OF THE 

BEST. Dick and I were at our peak. I sent the article North and as a result 

many people got a better opinion of shuffleboard.   

I asked Lary to write a column about his successful career. He said a man 

talking about his own accomplishments is very boring. When I wrote my book I 

asked Lary to write one page.  He wrote about his mother taking him to the 

courts as a 3 year old in Lakeside Ohio. It was a great human interest story.  

Many years ago I was asked to be guest speaker at Sun City, FL.  In the crowd 

were Lary Faris and Dave Minnich. Dave asked if he could introduce me. I knew 

I was with friends.  

My biggest compliment ever was when Lary and I played a match together about 

12 years ago. Lary played badly. When it was over he said that he was nervous 

playing with me. Here he was, my idol, and he thought I was an icon.  

Two weeks before the HOF banquet in January 2012 Lary drove to Clearwater and 

bought two tickets to the banquet, knowing he would never attend.  He wanted 

to support the FSA and the HOF. It seems that when we leave shuffleboard we 

are soon forgotten. We all say we owe more to shuffleboard than it owes us 

but in Larry’s case, shuffleboard owes much more to him. 

Glen Peltier,   2013 04 11 

* Lary starting writing weekly articles in 1989. These articles were printed 

in many Florida newspapers and Lary was known as the Shuffleboard Coach. He 

continued writing until 2003, writing  about 700 articles.   


