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Day 10, China Tour, Sep 08th, Three Gorges 
I will begin my description of day 10 will by quoting directly from our Smartour Day by Day Itinerary.   

“Sep 08: (Sat) An unforgettable day begins as you continue sailing through the Three Gorges.  Proceed 

through the misty Wu Gorge, its twelve peaks soaring above.  Dock in Wushan and board a smaller boat 

for a thrilling side trip up the Daning River to see the “Small Gorges,” presenting some of China’s most 

spectacular scenery.  Towering cliffs are over the narrow river and unique wildlife abound.  Your 

spectacular voyage unfolds as you pass through the last of the “Three Gorges”, Qutang.  This 

breathtaking narrow passage is the grandest of them all.”    

To help you get the scene in your mind > Rain began as we board a 

smaller boat to go up the Daning River > see pic Lois on right.  I 

think, repeat think, we took a bus from our main ship to the smaller 

boat.  A sister to our Sam Pam is shown below.  Remember the host 

of the Sam Pam sang >> sort of > lol. Good really.    

I am now going to insert the pic of 

the Singing Guide on the Sam 

Pam. It is not good quality > raining is my excuse!!  Lol.  The guide then 

gave each of us an opportunity to hold the “item” (not sure what it was > 

but believe he steered the boat with it) We also dawned his traditional 

dress > dark brown raincoat.  (My batteries quit on me and accordingly, 

very few pix)  Katrina is to send along pix of this trip on the Sam Pam?? 

Our local guide Jason (have a pic of him in the slide show) told us that he 

had lived in this very area, that his former home had been flooded over 

and that it was now covered by 60m of water.  The slide show will show 

you the “relocated homes” on the shoreline but higher up.  Also from 

Jason: Re Farming: There are a couple of slides clearly showing farming 

operations on the steep slopes of the river.  He told us the State had 

“encouraged” the farmers to give up farming on lands that were too steep 

as the heavy rains washed an excessive amount of tilled soil into the 

Yangtze.  Coincident with this “education” by the State, the farmers switched to tea and fruit.  He reported 

that it had been a positive outcome as the farmer were now prospering.   
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This is an extreme example of relocation > but given that 1.3 million were relocate, perhaps it is not 

extreme.  The Yangtze basin is a highly fertile valley, but a dangerous one.  Floods occur during the 

seasonal summer rains and are made worse by the deep silting up the riverbed.  Every 50 years or so the 

Yangtze basin sees a disastrous flood, although the Three Gorges Dam was designed to lessen the 

chance of serious flooding.  The Three Gorges Dam was completed in 2006 and the waters behind the 

dam have not risen to their full height.   

Do have a look at the Slide Show: http://photopeach.com/album/hxtyhn   

Stan McCormack. 2012 10 02.   
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