
 

Chapter II Travels of 1997  

We Begin in Berlin (1997 05 27)  

 

During our 3 years in Germany with the RCAF, 1956 to 1959, we 

were not permitted to travel to Berlin. Berlin was sectionalized 

at the end of WW II, and Russia had responsibility for the part 

of Germany in which Berlin was located. For the record we, the 

RCAF, were in the French Sector, stationed in Baden Soellingen, 

near the very small town of Hugelsheim.  

This part of our Trip 

Summary with Don and Carol 

Welch begins in Berlin, 

and since Berlin itself, 

similar to the nation, was 

sectionalized, the first 

pic I will insert is of a 

post card titled 

Checkpoint Charlie. You 

can easily pick out the 

various sectors of the 

city: France; The UK, 

America and Russia.   I 

should explain that in 

1997, although there was no East/West, no Checkpoint Charlie, 

Berlin was not yet the official capital.  Bonn remained the 

official capital of West Germany from 1949 to 1990.  From 1990 

to 1999, Bonn served as the seat of government – but no longer 

capital – of reunited Germany.  

    



Because time was getting close to the 

return of the Capital, massive building 

was taking place.  Cranes were 

everywhere!! I made this comment in the 

photo album: “It is ironic that Berlin, 

because of its division and constant 

threat by the USSR after WW2, became the 

a) Symbol of freedom, and “Check Point 

Charlie perhaps best symbolized that 

situation.  President Kennedy, as one 

example, made a famous speech in Berlin 

during the “Cold War”. The remembered 

portion: “I’ch been ein Berliner” (I am a 

Berliner)  

 

There is a Saying: “As Long as Under den Linde exists, Berlin 

will be Berlin”!! “Solang noch untern Linden—Berlin bleibt doch, 

Berlin” or something?? Lol For whatever (crazy/unusual) reason, 

as our tour bus drove down Unter den Linden, I was able to 

recall the saying!!!  (When they asked on the PA system.)   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



So, you are remembering, are you? There was more than hard 

feeling between Russia and the rest of the Allies (Russia was an 

Allie, remember) following WW II.  Berlin was the epitome of 

this situation. On August 13, 1961, the GDR (German Democratic 

Republic); read East Germany, erected “The Wall”.  I believe it 

came down on Nov. 9th, 1989.  See Wikipedia for details. Before 

we move on to the “good time” we had in Berlin, (1997 05 27) I 

will give you this pic of Lois with the Brandenburg Gate in the 

background. Actually not going to insert!! Go to album for the 

original. It would not work for me.   

I am moving on to our “First Tour Party”.  Don had perhaps his 

BEST time!!  He and Carol Danced; He and Carol Drank; He and 

Carol even danced on the street outside of the Tavern!!! I have 

a note that Stan and Lois, too, enjoyed but Stan was taking 

movies!!     

   

Following our Dinner/Party, we drove to our Hotel via the 

“Ladies of the Night” portion of the City.  While I did capture 

some good shots on the Camcorder (Long Story) Don and/or his 

friend, somehow messed up the pix > ALL OF THEM. The Germans 

demonstrated an absolutely “Germanic “ability (compared to the 

rest of Europe) in providing service.  Two Waiters served our 

Bus!! THEY HUSTLED! They did a great job!!  Your glass was never 

empty!! The Russians could learn a great deal in this regard.   

BEFORE we get to Russia, we visit POLAND!! 



 

We visit Warsaw. Our 

guide emphasized the 

destruction Poland 

endured during WW II.  

(Did not name Germans) 

I believe 98% of Warsaw 

was destroyed.) Poles 

ARE RIGHTLY so proud of 

their War Record. 

(Stan; what is your 

evidence? i.e. what 

made you write that in 

the Album??)  

With regard to the pic 

left; of the Two 

Soldiers guarding the 

“Unknown Soldier”; I did make a 

note as follows: “We were taken to 

this site -- only time on entire 

trip – to watch the “Goose Step” as 

they changed the Guard.  Our Guide 

made a point of stressing the low 

income of present day Poles.  

(1997)  

The very first place we visited in 

Warsaw was the Monument to Frederyk 

Chopin.  Don and Carol went to a 

Chopin concert!!  Stan and Lois did 

NOT??  

Now some pix of a most 

enjoyable Square, MARKET 

SQUARE; also called CASTLE SQUARE.  



The Square was 90% destroyed during the “Warsaw Uprising of 

1944.   The Uprising was timed to coincide with the Soviet 

Union's Red Army approaching the eastern suburbs of the city and 

the retreat of German forces. However; the Soviet advance 

stopped short, enabling the Germans to regroup and demolish the 

city while defeating the Polish resistance, which fought for 63 

days with little outside support. According to Janusz Terej, the 

Uprising was the largest single military effort taken by any 

European 

resistance 

movement during 

World War II.  

RECONSTURCTION of 

this Square began 

in 1949 and was 

completed in 

1963.   

 

 

 

 

HUMOROUS LUNCH!! IN THE SQUARE!! 

Humorous Lunch: WE 4, after our look about, went in for a 

coffee.  Lois and I ordered coffee.  Don also ordered coffee BUT 

he requested cream.  The waitress brought ice cream and Carol 

sent it back!!! (Well, it was funny at the time. My notes 

record.)   

The Poles were a little like the Russians.  Poor salespeople.  

They guarded their product instead of marketing their product!! 

I am going to enter a note which I cannot fully make out.  

Thinking being that perhaps Lois will.  NOTE: “Remember the man 

held the money and strode ahoot???”   

I have several, like a lot, of pix in the album, pix of 

buildings and other. ONE SUCH PIC IS OF AN OFFICE BLDG. which 

according to our guide, was a gift from the Russians.  She went 

on: “Accordingly we have paid for it AT LEAST TWICE!!”   

FROM MY NOTES: “We travelled through Poland on Corpus Christi, 

(Body of Christ) LIKE ME, our guide was totally ignorant of the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resistance_during_World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resistance_during_World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resistance_during_World_War_II


activity which was all about us!! See pic of literally thousands 

of people, mostly in white!!  We had a “Father” travelling with 

us > so > at Customs I inquired of him, what was the nature of 

the tremendous crowds. It was he who informed us of the holiday 

>> Corpus Christi.  See the pix below  

OUR BUS “CUT THESE PEOPLE OFF”: And, not surprisingly, they were 

not impressed!!!  Sonia our guide, (Russian) had no religious 

background.  And of course, the Poles are “deeply into 

religion”!!  We learned after, that THE POPE WAS TO VISIT POLAND 

THE NEXT DAY!!  One would almost thing this was THE DAY?? OR 

possibly a practice.  I DO NOT KNOW. Big Day for the Polish as 

the Pope, at 

that time, was a 

Pole!! Pope Jean 

Paul II. As Lois 

and I look at 

the pix to-day, 

2015 06 08, we 

are increasingly 

inclined to 

believe this may 

have been the 

DAY the Pope 

visited?????  

(check Stan) Pix 

below taken from 

our bus so you 

get an 

appreciation of 

just how close 

we were!!  Re. 

“check Stan” > 

just did.  Pope 

Jean Paul II 

visited Poland 

in August of 

1997, from Aug 

21st to Aug 24th. 

My pix all taken 

after that. To 

read about Pope 

Jean Paul II, go 



to Wikipedia and enter Pope Jean Paul II.    

 

WE MOVE ON TO THE WARSAW MERMAID, and TO MORE OF 

THE REBUILT BLDGS!! 

 



       

Warsaw was one of only 3 walled 

cities in Europe. Carsonne in France is 
another. We spent some time walking there.  

See the Mermaid with the SWORD held over her 

head. This is unlike the Mermaid in Denmark!! 

(Not sure if I can locate that pic?)  

You can find more pix (hard copy in colour) in 

the large Album, to be found possibly in Ken’s 

Chalet, at least in 2015.   Pic on the left of 

Lois and the Mermaid taken 1997 05 30.  WE are 

going to move on to MINSK in BELARUS.   

Stan copying pix and “notes” from the major 

Album put together immediately after our 

travels of 1997.   

 

 

Mińsk is the Capital City of Belarus 

Our next overnight stop after Poland was Minsk, the largest, and 

capital city of Belarus.  I note from my comments in the Album 

that we are experiencing Customs.  Not sure they continue NOW??  

The hotel we had in Minsk, 

was “the most interesting” 

of our entire Trip!  Lois 

particularly liked the 

quilts on the Single Beds. 

She tells me to-day, 2015 

06 12 that it was not the 

quilts but rather the 

unique concept of the red 

“thingie” at the top of 

the comforter. She tried 

desperately to explain it 

to me to-day, BUT I still do not get it?  When/if, I get it, I 

will try and explain.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus


 The NEXT most unusual feature was our 

shower, in the room as I recall. The 

curtain DID NOT go to the floor and as 

a result, the water bounced about!! 

The “about” being on the floor.  

 

NEXT, TO THE RIGHT, we had our 2nd group dinner. My notes say: It 

was quite good. I took a lot of pix on the movie camera.  Later 

we danced a little.  At the table; Lois, Carol, Don, Roger, a 

prof. from Sandiego, Cesar’s wife and Cesar, an American 

originally from Egypt, and finally yours truly.  

While in Minsk we took a bus tour.  I must have had the 

camcorder this day.  Reason: only one pic shows up.  

 

WE ARE ABOUT TO BEGIN THE RUSSIAN COMPONENT! “WE 

BEING STAN, LOIS, DON AND CAROL. OUR RUSSIAN 

TRIP, MAY JUNE 1997.   

MOSCOW is enthralling, chaotic, a city of contrasts – i.e. 

Tsar’s Palaces & Churchs (and the subway by Stalin) vs much of 

the rest – not so beautiful.  We were cautioned to be careful – 

to be wary of the notorious Mafia, and although we heard many 

stories, AND, many Russians looked as though they were Mafia – 

how is a “working Russian” supposed to look???   

ST PETERSBURG, built by Peter the Great, to emulate the WEST, is 

gracious, elegant, well planned.  Built early in the 18th Century 

(1700s) at the delta of the River Neva – on 42 Islands.  Huge 

palaces, often on waterfront OR Islands are everywhere. Peter 



the Great moved the capital to St 

Petersburg in 1712 where it remained 

until 1918 when the Bolsheviks moved 

it back to Moscow.  

Ticket stubs to the Moscow Circus 

where, at the break we had Caviar and 

biscuits and champagne! WE saw it in 

Moscow.  (Ticket stubs in yellow, to 

your left and down a bit.)  

I quote from notes: Unlike the country 

side of Russia, Poland, Belarus, Moscow. Moscow gave signs of a 

degree of comfort and cleanliness.  Definitely cleanliness!!  

RED SQUARE is the historical and 

spiritual heart of the city. 

Pic, top left of this page, is 

the Cathedral of St. Basil, the 

Blessed”.  This 16th Century 

Cathedral was built between 1555 

& 1561.  After it was completed, 

the Czar had the eyes of the 

architect burned out so he could 

not build another. Indeed Ivan 

the III, was Terrible!!  

To your left are Don Welch and 

Stan McCormack. We were 

“clowning”, or trying to!!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“The State Department Store”, 

built in 1890 to 1893, and 

nationalized and renamed “GUM”, 

after the 1917 Revolution > Thus 

the GUM Dept.store.  Pic to your 

left.  

 

 

 

 

 

The wall behind Lenin’s tomb and surrounding most of Red Square 

is 19 m high & 6.5 m thick.  It is called the KREMLIN WALL.   

 

There are 8 Towers surrounding Red Square, 

built by Italian architect circa 1490. 

Tower to your right.  

 

When we were visiting (1997), Moscow was 

celebrating 850 Years as A City!!  Major 

Celebrations were planned for the fall, 

but the cleanup had begun.  Prostitutes 

had been relocated.  Companies charged for 

improvements – trees, flowers etc.   

KREMLIN: Remember on our guided tour of 

the Kremlin!! Our group was cautioned not 

to cross an imaginary line. NOT SURE WHY, 

but I did, and immediately they blew their 

whistle!!   

The KREMLIN is synonymous with Russia’s govt.  It was the mecca 

for believers in the period of Communism > the Anti-Christ for 

foes of Communism. (Not just sure what I had intended by the 

last sentence?)   

My apologies: In reading this entry this evening, 2017 06 05, I 

note some confusion. I enjoyed St Petersburg more than any other 

city.  Stan in Calabogie, ON.     



 


