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THE EVOLUTION OF FARMING IN MY TIME!! 
This item was prompted by a conversation I had recently.  During the 

discussion I became acutely aware that farming too is experiencing a 

period of change!  It was vividly brought to my attention while I was 

doing some chores for “Mitch” (my daughter) in early May of 2005.  The 

Custom Farmer in the area, Reaboro, ON, just east of Lindsay, now 

called the City of Kawartha Lakes ~~ it seems that not only farming is 

undergoing change??  Anyway, Custom Worker Callan pulls into the field 

to complete the entire spring planting in one operation ~ something 

beyond comprehension just a few short years ago.  Let’s begin with his 

Power Plant, we used to call that a tractor, it was a huge 4 Wheel 

monster, brand name STEIGER, horsepower, 350;   and dragging behind the 

monster, an Air Seeder, a unit which drills the seeds into the ground, 

after a disc mechanism opens/loosens the soil.  Width of the Air 

Seeder, that is the width seeded in one pass ~~ 30 feet; cost of the 

Air Seeder, $115.000.00!!  (Who needs to work at farming if you can 

afford equipment such as this??)  Coming behind the Air Seeder, but 

still attached, is a unit which contains the seed and the fertilizer.  

Custom operator Callan makes 1 pass, that is correct, he completes all 

necessary operations in the same round.  Given that the width of the 

planting operation is 30 feet, you will understand my amazement at the 

minimal amount of time necessary to complete the entire operation.  I 

do not wish to get bogged down in detail, but this type of operation is 

only possible when the farmer is into “no till”.  

 
               Single Furrow Plow + Air Seeder 
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Pic above, taken at the International Plowing Match of 2011, is of a 

Single Furrow Plow used by early Canadian Famers.  I actually plowed 

with one of these for WB & Uncle Levi Ellins, circa 1947.  I can still 

remember the field on their farm at the top of the hill > 7th Concession 

of East Whitby Twp.  In the background is an Air Seeder as discussed in 

the opening para.  The perfect pic to demonstrate my title “The 

Evolution of Farming In My Time”.       

 

OK Grandpa, how was it done when you were a boy??  I will not take you 

back to the Ice Age c/w dinosaurs, ~~ I will however; take you back to 

my earliest memories and as you will see, many of the situations I 

describe, I actually experienced.  (Looking back, I am extremely glad 

that I had this opportunity)  My association with farm activity began 

about the end of WW II, 1945.  I was exposed to, and participated in 

the operation of 3 different farms ~~ that of my Grandfather Pereman, 

his son in law, my Uncle Levi Ellins, and later with my Uncle Roy 

Pereman.  All offered distinctly different opportunities.  My 

Grandfather 1st:  In the main I was an observer during this period of my 

life ~~ but memories I have!!  Memories of cutting wood into stove 

lengths ~ my task to “throw-away” the limbs as the large circular saw 

buzzed them to length.  Grandfather was tied to a table, a table which 

moved forward and backward as he moved his body.  To allow the group of 

limbs to move past the rotating saw, the table was drawn back, the 

limbs pushed past the saw by an amount desired for stove length ~~ 

about 16 to 18 inches.  My task, to firmly grasp the limbs before they 

were buzzed, and once buzzed, to toss them into a pile from which they 

would be piled.  Also involved in this woodcutting operation was at 

least 1 more person, and more likely 2.  These individuals “Setup” the 

limbs, that is they assembled a group and laid them on the table of the 

saw.  Grandfather, big on gadgetry, actually had two such saws ~~ one 

propelled by a motor mounted on the machine itself, and another smaller 

commercial saw which required an associated tractor to provide the 

power by means of a belt, connecting the pulley of the tractor to the 

pulley of the commercial saw.  I cannot be certain but I believe he put 

together the larger unit.  It could be towed behind a vehicle ~~ 

desirable as Grandfather did custom work.  NOTE:  I have digitized 

photos of MJ (I am switching to MJ as Grandfather takes an excessive 

amount of time to type, not only, MJ was his initial and as I 

understand, he was 

referred to as MJ) 

involved in timber 

operations which predate 

that which I have just 

described.  In fact my 

father (Ernie) is in some 

of these pix which were 

taken in the mid 1930s.  

The pix show a time when 

steam power was used to 

operate the saws used at 

that time.  Further, MJ 

was then involved in 

sawing his own lumber ~~ 

right on the farm.  Dad 

is the centre person in 

pic.  “MJ” (Grandpa)on 

left.   
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In the late 40s I have distinct memories of assisting (not sure how 

much) Grampa haul logs to Woodley’s Saw Mill, just east of Enniskillen.  

He had long since disposed of his own saw mill and opted for the less 

labour intensive operation at the Water powered saw mill of Woodley’s.  

Woodley’s Water Powered Saw Mill continues in operation to this day.  I 

have taken my own logs there to be sawed, and just this Spring, 2005, 

Lois and I stopped in.  It is now an Historic Site of sorts.  Some 

reading this might ask, so what is the big change in the way stove wood 

is prepared to-day?  I suppose change will continue and therefore I 

will give you a quick overview of what happens if to-day, 2005, one 

wished to burn limbs (wood) in their stove.  To begin, limbs are not 

often burned, unless the individual cuts his own wood.  If they are, 

they are cut, either individually as you trim the fallen tree with the 

Chain Saw, OR they are bundled, placed in some sort of retaining device 

and cut to length with the Chain Saw.  Most of the wood used for heat 

to-day is Split Wood, Chord Wood, that is, the purchaser buys wood in 

the Chord, normally split into sizes suitable for burning.  Good 

heavens, the modern literate computer type individual would not allow 

himself/herself the sheer enjoyment of splitting their own wood!!  As 

good friend Manny Hutcheon used to say, “half of the heat derived from 

wood is that generated when you cut down the tree, half when you split 

it, and half when you carry out the ashes!!  (I know, I have too many 

halves!!)  During our time on the farm in Little Britain, ON, (circa 

1989 to 1996) I actually cut, split, piled the wood, carried it into 

the stove, and carried out the ashes!!  We drew some logs to Woodley’s 

and as well, we had one of the portable saw mills come onto the farm to 

saw the logs into lumber.  For the record, the lumber used on the new 

barn floor installed on the Little Britain farm are Hemlock, the logs 

were purchased and sawn by a portable saw mill.  The planks (boards for 

the barn floor) were so heavy that it took 2 of us to carry them the 

short distance to the barn.  The 3 Boys and Mitch assisted in this 

operation.  One last thought on the Lumber/Firewood aspect of farming.  

There is absolutely nothing more enjoyable, more rewarding, more 

peaceful, than to retreat to your bush in early March when the ground 

is still frozen, to fell a few trees, to haul them into a sun drenched 

southerly exposed field, and to begin to prepare the fire-wood which 

will provide the warmth for your family the following winter.   

 

Now let us “go forward” with this story by going “back in time”.  At 

the beginning of the story I stated that my experiences on the farm had 

been shaped by 3 people. We now go to my Uncle Levi Ellins.  When they 

1st married I was old enough to provide some help and I did so during 

the School Summer Break.  I stayed with them on the farm and therefore 

was exposed to the total farm operation.  Setting the stage.  Ellins’ 

did not have electricity in their barn!!  It follows that if there is 

no electricity, in order to get the Cows to give up their milk, it was 

necessary to, you guessed it, milk by hand!!  My Aunt Eileen, still 

living, could shoot a stream of milk from where she sat “pulling 

teats”, right to the exterior wall of the barn!!  And if you were 

cutting up, you just might be the recipient of that stream!!  Carrying 

on with the milk part of the operation.  (Dairy farmers at this time 

did have electricity)  Looking back, I consider myself most fortunate 

to have had this experience, to have actually experienced a farm 

operation without electricity.  It was often my task to light the 

lanterns or to move them from one part of the barn to the other.  The 

milk was separated, that is, it was poured into a Separator, a manually 
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operated Separator which separated the cream from the milk.  The milk 

was fed to the hogs, often my task, and the cream was carried to the 

farm house where it was stored to be picked up by the Cream Man.  Not 

sure if the Ellins’ sold their cream to Hampton Creamery or Roblin 

Creamery.  My Aunt and Uncle never kept milk for their table.  Who in 

their “right mind” would ever drink skim milk???  Thick, very thick 

cream was used for everything.  I still have a clear memory of my Uncle 

waiting for the cream to flow out of the picture, i.e. it was so thick 

that when chilled it poured only slowly!! (For the record, I have no 

recollection of them actually drinking cream as we would drink milk).  

A thought as I add skim milk to my own coffee this day ~~ 2005 05 15 ~~ 

my goodness, what did I drink??  

Ellins’ had two teams of work horses and utilized them extensively, 

although they also had one Massey Tractor.  Although I was not strong 

enough to harness the horses, I was taught how to drive them, and often 

did. Names of the two that I drove, June and Maud.  Most frequently 

this would be during haying operations and of course harvesting / 

thrashing.  No Baler for the hay operation and No Combine for the 

harvest operation!!!  Hard to believe!!  I was not allowed to cut hay 

for safety reasons.                          However; a team (of 

horses) pulled a 5 foot 

Mower.  NOTE: The tongue 

of this mower has been 

shortened in order to 

permit hauling with a 

tractor; also this mower 

arm is in excess of 5ft.  

It is hard to wrap my head 

around just how long this 

1st operation of the haying 

process would have taken!!  

It was not often that the 

farmer cut the entire 

field in the same cutting. 

Depending on the level of 

risk the farmer could 

stand, no doubt was the 

key factor on deciding how 

much hay to cut at one 

cutting. Rain would 

significantly reduce the 

quality of the hay.  

Contrast this 1st operation 

with the modern Haybines 

used to-day, which not only cut the hay but crimp it to accelerate the 

drying process.  The next step in curing the hay, that is readying it 

for storage in the barn, was to do one of two things ~~ and yes I can 

remember them both.  The 1st, the earlier method was to rake the hay and 

then to “cock” it, that is to place it in small piles somewhat rounded 

at the top.  Purpose; to allow the hay to cure and the rounded top to 

provide some protection against the rain.  To conclude this period of 

hay collection, the farmer, when he considered the hay cured, came to 

the hay field with team and hay wagon, one man built the hay load, the 

other man forked the hay from the cock, the pile, up to the man 

building the load.  Building the load was more complex than one might 

think.  It had to be crafted in such a way as to ensure that the hay 

fork, when immersed into the load, would lift the wagon load off in 4 



Page 5 of 7 

 

approximately equal sections.  (Those wishing details may e-mail me 

lol)   

The hay fork was “immersed” to use my term, as the hay wagon sat on 
the barn floor.  The hay was 

hauled up to the peak of the 

barn, and moved on a steel track 

toward the end of the barn.  The 

farmer on the wagon, “tripped” 

the hay fork at the appropriate 

time, that being at the point 

where he wished the hay to fall.  

The most arduous task was that 

of the man in the haymow, his 

task was to “mow away” the hay.  

Normally this work is done in 

the month of July, and normally 

the hayloft of a barn is hot, 

very hot in July.  Now you know 

where all that Cream goes!!  I 

acknowledge that some farmers 

used “Slings”, ropes which were 

used to ensure that the hay 

moved into the hay loft.  I 

expect that the texture of the 

hay was a determining factor on whether or not to use “slings”.  OK, 

that is the earliest method I can remember, the next stage in the 

advance of hay technology was the advent of the hay loader!   

 

What is a hay loader??  After the hay is cut, allowed to cure, 
it is then raked, probably by a new invention called the Side-delivery 

Rake, raked into windrows.  Now, along comes the farmer, probably now 

with a tractor pulling both the hay wagon, and connected to the rear of 

the hay wagon, we now have a hay loader.  I suppose the simplest way to 

describe it, is to say that it is a conveyor made up of tines affixed 

to rods which rotate, pick up the hay from the windrow, and convey it 

to the back of the wagon ~~ actually over the top of the back of the 

wagon.  The man on the wagon must still build the load.  It is now more 

demanding as the hay arrives on board both more quickly and more 

randomly. Prior to loading with the hay loader, the hay must be placed 

(raked) into windrows, rows which will be straddled by the tractor and 

wagon, but picked up by the hay loader.  In the beginning, this 

traditional farm rake was utilized; later the side-delivery rake was 

invented, a rake drawn by a tractor.  This item, the side-delivery rake 

is the first item described that we actually used on our farm in Little 

Britain, ON circa 1991. We then bailed our hay. 

 

To our left is a traditional 

horse drawn farm rake.  In 

the beginning this rake was 

used to localize the hay to 

make cocking that much 

easier.   

Later, if was used to 

organize hay into windrows to 

maximize the capability of 

the hay loader.   
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Often there were 2 men 

involved in this 

operation.  To keep this 

“improved” method 

operating effectively, 

the farmer required more 

than one wagon, and he 

needed more help, 

especially at the 

unloading end of the 

operation.  Call it 

specialization, call it 

automation, it was 

change.  This part of 

the change in curing hay 

did not last that long.  

Before moving on to the 

next stage, some may 

remember something 

called a Buckrake!! It 

did not receive wide 

usage and therefore I 

will not describe. The 

rate of change now 

accelerates. We witness 

the introduction of two types of hay balers ~~ the square baler and 

Allis Chalmers produces a round baler.  By now of course, the tractor 

has completely replaced the team of horses.   

 

An interesting aside in the development of the tractor.  The 
round baler by Allis 

required you to stop the 

tractor to discharge the 

bale.  Not only that, it 

was necessary to have 

your PTO, Power Take Off 

engaged, which meant 

that you had to place 

your tractor in neutral, 

release the clutch and 

then reverse the 

procedure.  This slowed 

the baling operation 

considerably.  However; 

the following year saw 

the introduction of the 

Live Power Take Off with 

the associated hand 

clutch!!  What a vast improvement in efficiency. Now when the bale was 

completed, you hit your hand clutch which stopped your forward motion, 

and when the bale was discharged, you pulled the hand clutch, and you 

were on the way to forming that next bale.  The WD 45 pictured above 

indeed has the hand clutch described above.  I baled with such a 

tractor for Uncle Roy Pereman, and later I purchased one for our farm 

to be used for odd jobs and to remind me of Happy Times of my Youth.     
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I am no agricultural historian but I expect this was a giant step 

forward.  For those who have some knowledge of farming, you will know 

that the Allis Round Baler fell into disfavour; the bales were too 

tightly bound and difficult to unravel for feed.  It was some time 

before other companies introduced more modern type round balers.  The 

new larger round balers are now acceptable because we now feed cattle 

outdoors, and the large bale is most often, just dropped into the 

circular feeders which have become commonplace.  The Dairy boys have 

introduced their own spin on this.  (I am really out on a limb here!!)  

I believe what they are doing is to wrap the round bale when the hay is 

partially cured.  The result is an excellent feed, albeit the cost is 

only justified for the dairy operator.  OK Folks, that winds up the 

evolution for the hay!! (My apologies to the serious historian).  In 

the next chapter, we will do a parallel discussion of the development 

of the harvesting process ~~ from the Thrashing Machine to the Self 

Propelled Combine!!   

 

Stan McCormack 2005 05 15.   Photos added 2011 10 14 while looking 

after Harrison while Ken and Gail in Italy.  I did not have most of 

these photos when I wrote the article in 2005.   


