
THE EARL BALL 1000 POINT STORY 

I started playing shuffleboard when we would come to Florida to visit my wife, 
Vivian’s retired parents, Paul and Grace Bush.  My father-in-law was President of 
the Betmar Club and was also a Tournament Director.  I’ve been a competitive 
athlete all my life and played golf at a very high level so I wasn’t really interested 
in playing shuffleboard but to keep peace I played.  Like probably most people I 
didn’t see much to like about pushing a bunch of discs out on a strip of concrete 
but the more I got involved the more I could see it was a cat and mouse game.  It 
reminded me of my days as a chess player.  It gave me a chance to combine my 
athletic skill of being precise as to where I placed each disc and my knowledge of 
how to play a breaking putt in golf, called drift in shuffleboard.  That in addition to 
all of my years going to school and working in technical fields allowed me to pick 
up the strategy and to develop advance strategy to the point that I am now 
considered a “master strategist” and “rules expert”.  I found knowing the rules 
was important to keep from having advantage taken of you.  I got to the point 
that I finally won something in the spring of 1995 and I was hooked.  I found 
myself in demand by local Pros that needed amateur partners and began to 
schedule some of my vacation time around shuffleboard tournaments.  My 
hunger grew to the point that I couldn’t let all these people in Florida continue to 
have all the fun; I started to look for a way to retire.  Good fortune struck when 
the company I worked for started downsizing; I volunteered to leave and got 
lucky, I was 53 and retired May 1st, 1997.  I never intended to retire, only to 
change what I was doing.  My father-in-law took me to every Florida Central 
District venue that 1st summer so I would know where they were and to let me 
get to know some of the movers and shakers.  I now played golf, shuffleboard and 
every other activity offered.  To my surprise I ran out of time playing like a kid!  I 
decided I wanted to concentrate on golf and shuffleboard in that order.  In those 
days you could play a shuffleboard tournament somewhere in the Zephyrhills 
area each week so that was great.  But as I got involved I learned there were 
higher levels of competition.  First, in the Central District, which was going to hold 
the “Masters” competition at my home Club, Betmar.  (I now have the most 
District “Masters” Championships 5 and the most points 404).  I decided I had 
better try to qualify so I traveled to the tournaments each week; the Central 
District is a triangle from Zephyrhills to Sebring to St Cloud and back.  I amassed 
the most points of any amateur and was qualified; I went on to win the amateur 
“Masters” called the “Reiny” after its founder, which changed the priority.  Golf 
now fell behind shuffleboard.  I learned of Hendersonville North Carolina, a place 



many shufflers went to in the summer.  I traveled there in the summer of ’98 and 
’99 to play the North Carolina State Championships and won the North Carolina 
State Amateur Championship each year.  These tournaments were followed by 
the Eastern National Championships.  That’s how I learned of National 
Championships (I now have 21 Championships and 415 points, the most by 
anyone, while playing in Michigan, Ohio, North Carolina, Arizona and California as 
well as Florida which draws the very best each winter to test their skill against 
each other) and in ’99 I was talked into entering the Nationals Singles competition 
by the games top Pro, Glen Peltier, who became the 1st “Green Jacket” Master in 
2009.  I had asked Glen if he thought I was ready to play the Pro circuit in Florida.  
His response was that I could use a little more seasoning but I should test myself 
against the very best in the “game” by playing the National Singles, so I did.  I 
shocked myself and everyone else by knocking off several of the games very top 
players and finished runner-up.  Glen talked to me afterward telling me I had 
better turn Pro or the Amateurs were going to rebel, quite a compliment from the 
game’s best.   That fall of ’99 I made Instant Pro in the 4th tournament playing 
with Stan Williamson of New Smyrna Beach.  We went on to win the Winter 
National Championship at Bradenton in January and I won the season finale, the 
Tournament of Champions in Clearwater to leapfrog several players and once 
again shock the State shuffleboard establishment by qualifying for the State 
“Masters” held in St Pete.  I am the only player to qualify for the Masters every 
year that I have been a Pro.    

This is my 19th year as a Pro in the Florida Shuffleboard Association and I’ve 
averaged just a shade less than 55 points a year and that is more than anyone 
else.  I’ve won or been co-champion of three State “Masters” Championships.  I’ve 
won 113 State Championships, no one else has 100.  I’ve won the Tournament of 
Champions four times which is the most by anyone.  I’ve topped the Roll-of-
Champions seven times and have 4-70 point seasons; no one else has as many. 

By playing in my 1st couple of National tournaments I became aware of the 
National Shuffleboard Association and began to take part in their activities.  I have 
represented the United States playing shuffleboard in Ireland, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, The Netherlands, Germany, Brazil and Canada (I Hold a Canadian 
National Championship and an Ontario Proventil Championship).  In 2002, playing 
in my 1st International competition representing the United States I won every 
match becoming only the 9th player to have a perfect record out of 2300 players 
to date at that time.  I was a member of the United States team that won the 



2008 International Championship.  Of course this involvement with the National 
Organization led to involvement with the International Shuffleboard Association.  
In 2008 I was elected President with the mandate to “found” an International 
Singles Championship Tournament every other year.  I did and Betmar hosted the 
Inaugural Tournament in 2009.  It has been a very successful and popular format.  
I am a member of the International, National, Florida State & Florida Central 
District Shuffleboard Associations, Halls of Fame; all as a player.  I have been an 
Officer at every level but prefer to be a player and leave the administrative 
business to others; that was my previous life. 

I write Shuffleboard Articles for Newspapers (Also Z-hills News in the past), 
several Internet sites and you can find something I’ve written on every 
Shuffleboard site.  Goggle: Earl Ball, Shuffleboard Players or visit 
<theshuffler.net>.  Scroll down and you will find several articles about 1000 
points. 
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