
Page 1 of 3 

 

Shuffleboard club folds after 800% rent hike   

 

By Jane Deacon  

Thursday, May 8, 2014 2:44:54 MDT PM  

 

In this photo from last year, Ken Wardley of the Foothills Shuffleboard Association teaches local students about the 
sport. Last month, members of the association voted to fold the club after a drastic rent increase. 
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By Jane Deacon 

MULTIMEDIA ASSISTANT EDITOR 

At the end of April, the Foothills Shuffleboard Association voted to close after their rent increased by 800 per cent. 

http://www.highrivertimes.com/author/jane-deacon
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pubid=ra-4d793d786eff2e46


Page 2 of 3 

 

For association president Ken Wardley and his wife, Verena, the rent hike served a devastating blow that ultimately 
forced the 84-member group to fold. 

After seven years of providing an affordable recreation opportunity for seniors and community members alike, the 
association feels a deep sense of loss and disappointment at what’s happened, they say. 

“It’s a huge disappointment,” said Verena. “We worked very, very, very hard at the success (of the association) and 
the success has been way beyond our imaginations. And now this — we’re just blindsided.” 

When the group officially formed seven years ago, it sublet the Highwood Curling Club’s ice rinks at the Bob 
Snodgrass Rec Plex in the spring and summer months. They used the space free of charge for three years through 
an agreement with the club. 

Since then, the shuffleboard association has paid a rental fee of around $500 per year. That fee increased to $1,000 
last year, but was not delivered due to the June floods. 

In mid-April of this year, the shuffleboard association received a letter from the curling club’s board of directors that 
informed them this year’s rental costs would be determined on an hourly basis, to increase over the next three years, 
along with additional fees to host tournaments. 

The proposed fee structure amounted to just under $5,000 to use the space six hours a week and host two open 
tournaments from May through August in 2014. That amount would grow to around $12,000 in 2016 with the 
projected increases. 

Curling club president Marjorie Ryland explained that their club pays rent for the space to the Town of High River. 
After years of providing very low rental costs for the shuffleboard association, this year came time to begin charging 
fees in line with their own rental costs. 

“We came up with a lease agreement that would get them on a par with what the other people who are using the 
Curling Club are paying,” said Ryland. 

“We pay a yearly lease agreement to the Town for the use of the curling club. The shuffleboard group has the sole 
use of the curling club ice surface for four months of the year and so this is helping to cover the cost of the lease.” 

A difficult decision 

The shuffleboard association’s executive met and decided to try to negotiate a better deal. With around 84 members 
who each pay an annual fee of $20, the new costs were well beyond the group’s budget, said Ken. 

The curling club’s second offer was a flat rate of $8,000 per year over the next three years. 

A shuffleboard membership meeting was called on April 30, and after in-depth discussion the group unanimously 
voted to cease operations. 

“We simply couldn’t afford it. End of story,” said Verena. “There were tears in the group when the decision was 
made.” 

As Ken explained, the group was founded on three pillars of sociability, physical activity and wellness. With their 
community largely composed of seniors who can sometimes live on tight budgets, the association wanted to keep 
costs low to be inclusive. They feel that if they increased membership fees to an amount that would cover the new 
proposed rental costs, the shuffleboard association wouldn’t have any members. 

As for what will happen to the curling club’s space this summer now that it will be unoccupied, Ryland said they will 
now open it up to other organizations that might want to rent it for events, such as parties or garage sales. 

The history of the association 
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When the Foothills Shuffleboard Association began seven years ago and membership now hovers around 80 people. 
The association helped introduced shuffleboard to youth through programs at local schools and six of the 
association’s High River, members have represented Canada internationally in the sport. 

The association has hosted open tournaments in High River in the past and had their sights set on hosting an 
international competition here in 2016 with the hope of bringing shuffleboard players from around the world to the 
town. 

But after the association voted to fold, those plans are now on ice, leaving members upset about the loss. 

What’s next 

The curling club’s ice surface is the only space in town that meets association’s equipment and space requirements, 
explained the Wardleys. As for the possibility of moving operations to another community, Ken said that, because the 
Town of High River provided funds to help with initial start-up costs, the association doesn’t feel right about 
relocating. 

“We don’t want to do that because High River is where we got started and this is where they gave us the seed money 
to start us going,” he said. “That is very important to us.” 

The shuffleboard association lost all of its equipment in the 2013 flood, which members were able to replace through 
an insurance settlement and a grant from High River Rotary Club. 

Asked whether the association would reverse its decision to fold if their rental rates could be renegotiated, Ken 
explained that the provider of their new equipment will allow the association to return it, as it has not yet been used. If 
the association starts up again and faces another unexpected rent hike in 2015, they’ll be left what the challenge of 
what to do with second-hand equipment. The potential of selling it leaves them uneasy as it was partially paid for by a 
flood-relief grant from the Rotary Club. 

At present, the Foothills Shuffleboard Association will dissolve — a prospect that is a huge disappointment for the 
entire shuffleboard community, who say they still feel unsure of why the rent increase had to happen. 

The group acknowledged that rental increases are a fact of life, but an 800-per-cent increase is not realistic for them. 

“We’re not placing blame,” said Verena. “If we’re the victim of flood circumstances, so be it. But everything with 
respect to what’s happened has been out of our control.”  

 


