
   

2018 BRAZILIAN SHUFFLEBOARD TEAM MEMBERS 

 

Marcos Cardoso is a 77-year-old business man, living in Niteroi, who 

joined the Brazilian Shuffleboard Association in 1998, and 

immediately qualified to compete as a member of the 2nd Brazilian 

National Team at the 18th ISA World Championships that same year.  

Since then, he is the Brazilian player with more participation in ISA 

events. This will be Marcos’ 13th ISA Championship! He has also 

played in 2 ISA Inaugurals occurring in 2002 in Brazil and 2008 in 

Germany. In 2010, in Germany, he was inducted into the ISA Hall of 

Fame. 

******* 

 

Paulo Pavao is a retired economist and foreign commerce specialist. 

He learned the game at the “AABB Niteroi Club” in 2013, and started 

practicing under the guidance of Bernar Borges in 2014. He picked 

up the skills quickly and, that same year, he played very well in the 

ABS Tournaments and made his first international appearance at the 

2014 ISA World Championship in July in Midland, Canada. 

Pavao was always a very competitive person and loves every kind of 

sports. Since his first World Championship in 2014, he has attended 

every ISA annual event, and has achieved great success, including 

the bronze medal in 2014 and the silver medal for Brazil in St Cloud 2016. 

Paulo is currently the VP of the Brazilian Shuffleboard Association, and has moved to the 

United States in 2017, where he lives with his daughter in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and plays in 

some shuffleboard tournaments. 

******* 

 

 



North American ex-pat Michael Robert Zellner, who grew up in 

New York State, was exposed to shuffleboard by his grandfather as 

a teenager while spending some time in the city. 

After a 21-year career in the US Air Force, Michael was ready to 

retire and head south to Sao Paulo, Brazil, where his wife and her 

family were from. But before beginning his adventure, Michael 

dropped into Allen R. Shuffleboard Company in Seminole, Florida, 

just to get some information, so he thought!  Should he consider 

taking up the game in Brazil, he would need to know a little more about it. After what turned 

into a 2-hour conversation with the great Sam Allen himself, Michael left with 4 cues, a set of 

discs, a book titled “Those Capricious Discs”, a scoreboard, the FSA rules, a bag of plastic beads 

and a set of blueprints for building a concrete court. 

He never saw it coming! Now he was in deep and didn’t realize it for he had been bitten by the 

bug and exposed to the disease. Immediately upon settling in, he constructed 2 courts on a 

residential community in the mountains in the State of Sao Paulo, where he used to maintain a 

weekend home. That was back in January of 1996 and he immediately began teaching anyone 

who showed an interest in the game. A few months later, in November, Michael together with 

his first Brazilian students founded the Brazilian Shuffleboard Association (ABS). As founder 

and first President, Michael chose Luiz Pimentel, his most enthusiastic and promising pupil, as 

his Vice-President. 

As the ABS President, Michael has organized two ISA events in Niteroi, Rio de Janeiro, in 2002 

(Inaugural) and 2005 (World Championship). 

In 2011, Brazilian President Michael Zellner was elected to the position of President of the 

International Shuffleboard Association. Michael served with distinction for 6 consecutive 

years, travelled widely, always promoting and expanding the ISA by adding new nations. 

In 2016, Michael and family have relocated back to the US and now reside in Tampa, Florida. 

Michael remains active in the Florida Senior Games and with his 2017 Gold medal victory in 

Singles for the 60-65 age group, he garnished a position to represent Florida and compete in 

the bi-annual USA National Senior Games in Albuquerque, NM in 2019. 

This year he took a Silver in the singles and Gold in doubles with his partner in training Joseph 

Lange at the Polk County Senior Games garnishing a position to compete in both Singles and 

Doubles at the Florida Senior Games to be held in Clearwater, FL in December 2018. 

******* 

 

 

 

 



Bernar Borges is a 27-year-old man, living in Niteroi, Rio de Janeiro. 

In January 2005, his father, Antonio Borges, was then the vice-

president of the AABB Niteroi Club and convinced its Board to Host 

the World Shuffleboard Championship in Brazil that September.  

Antonio started practicing the game on Luis Pimentel’s court and, at 

the age of only 14, Bernar followed in his father’s footsteps, and 

took lessons with Luiz Pimentel, and immediately became his 

prodigy. 

In 2007, the group of players from Niteroi decided that he should be 

part of the Brazilian team and so sponsored him to travel and competed in his first World 

Shuffleboard Championship in Midland, Canada, in August 2007. His friends would not regret, 

as Bernar garnished the title as the Top Brazilian finisher with 9.5 wins and helped the Brazilian 

team finish 3rd, a mere 1/2 point in front of Germany. He was also the recipient of the ISA 

Sportsmanship Award in that year. 

Bernar also competed in the 2010 World Shuffleboard Championship, in Hohenroda, Germany, 

finishing in a 3-way-tie for Best Brazilian Finisher along with Hernani Barcellos and Michael 

Zellner. 

In 2011, Bernar finished in a spectacular 3rd place at the 2011 World Singles Championship, 

taking home the Bronze Medal from Dieppe, Canada. He was also a member of the ISA 

handpicked delegation that travelled to Lithuania for 5 days in July of 2012, to perform 

demonstrations of shuffleboard at the international sports event, TAFISA Games. 

After being the ABS Vice-President since 2010, Bernar replaced Luiz Pimentel in 2014 and 

become the 3rd and current ABS President. This will be Bernar’s 7th ISA World Championship 

as a player. He also coordinated the organization of the 2017 ISA World Championship, which 

took place in his hometown Niteroi, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

******* 
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