
Queen Elizabeth Has Served For 60 Years!! 

 

Beginning to-day, 2012 06 03, and continuing for the entire 

week, England, the UK and the Commonwealth will be 

celebrating the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth’s reign!!    

I am an unapologetic, unabashed, and unrepentant 

Monarchist!!!  I offer that comment as one who majored in 

Political Science in university; one who worked in the 

federal Government for most of my adult life and one who was 

in Municipal Government for 4 years after retirement!   

To-day was a fine example of the dedication to service of 

the Royal Family but especially the Queen who has been Queen 

for 60 years.  When she was crowned, Winston Churchill was 

the PM of England; Harry Truman was the President of the USA 

and Louis St Laurent was the PM of Canada.  The flotilla of 

1,000 boats moving down the Thames River as it winds its way through London, with 

1,000,000. citizens waving Union Jacks and cheering was testimony to the high regard 

the Monarchy is held in Great Britain.   

During this period of celebration, CBC (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation) has been 

running short clips on the attachment of selected Canadians to the Monarch.  My 

attachment is not to the Monarch but to the Office, and now I will share that 

connection.   

As a young lad growing up I was in Scouts and became intensely interested in the 

challenges as well as the rewards given when you met the challenge.  That reward was 

in the form of badges one earned as you progressed within the World Organization.  The 

very first badge was the Tenderfoot and one moved on to Second Class, First Class and 

the very highest was King Scout which was presented with a good deal of ceremony; a 

King Scout was Invested.  Upon the death of the King, all 

King Scouts became Queen Scouts.  I still have the 

certificate signed by our Governor General, complete with the 

badge presented at that time.  Actually my youngest son has 

it framed and hung on a display wall in his home.  For the 

record, just in case other Scouts may read this, I also had 

my Gold Chords, my Bushman’s Thong and a Silver Arrowhead!  

The equivalent order in American Scouting is the Eagle Scout 

and I was fortunate enough to attend an Eagle Scout 

investiture while serving in Germany circa 1957.   

I am of the opinion that very few individuals are living to-

day who were both King Scouts and Queen Scouts.   That is my 

“Connect”!   

Stan McCormack.  2012 06 04.         


