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The pages to follow have been scanned from an Australian Booklet 

authored by Marj Govett, President of the ASA at time of publication 

>> June 2009.  The booklet contained several more pages with regard 

to basic fundamentals as to how to play the game. (30 pages is total)    

Stan McCormack 2011 12 28.   

SHUFFLEBOARD IN AUSTRALIA 

Early in 1989 some American shufflers formed a Company the 

`Shuffleboard Development Corporation' in Florida to promote and 

expand shuffleboard. They invited Peter Banner a Gold Coast radio 

announcer (a retired English Soccer player), to join the US Board. He 

invited some Aussies including Graham Gaston (Mal Crowder's brother-

in-law) to go to the US to find out more about the game with a view to 

setting up in Australia a National commercial operation in a joint 

venture with the Aussie Government body, 'Life Be In It'. 

Mal who had just moved to the Gold Coast was invited to join the team 

to promote the game for Resorts and Retirement Villages in 

Queensland. The Australians offered to construct some courts on the 

Gold Coast for an Inaugural in May 1991. Nothing happened, finally 

Peter Banner came to Australia in June 1990 and agreed with Mal and 

the Manager of 'Showcase on the Beach' to construct six courts on the 

3rd Floor of Showcase saving the Developer from either having to 

landscape the area or provide an additional 50 car spaces if the area 

was developed. Again nothing happened until October 1990 when Mal 

and the Showcase Manager were invited to Florida to finalise the deal. 

The Kleckner brothers (Directors of the US Co.) greed to contribute 

$12,000. Mal became responsible in December, 1990 for shuffleboard in 

Australia, he fabricated the steel work rot the courts in his garage and 
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had a concreter pour the courts at Showcase in early 1991 and finished 

the courts ready for the Inaugural Tournament by May 1991. The courts 

cost $5000 each he financed the difference. Australia had no players to 

compete against the visiting American and Canadian players. Some 

members of the Surfers Paradise Rotary as well as some members of 

Coolangatta U3A were given some basic training and in the end a 

successful Inaugural was held with over 70 people attending. 

After the tournament U3A used the courts as part of its activities for 

some time until a dispute arose between the players and the U3A 

management. The dispute was eventually resolved with the players 

breaking away and forming a new club, the Australian Shuffleboard 

Association (Qld) and U3A retaining the accumulated funds. 

Membership increased by invitation to the public and in 1994 the 

Association was incorporated to cover legal requirements. 

Over the years some members of the Association had played under the 

Australian banner at various International Tournaments and it was 

thought that an International tournament in Australia would be a good 

way of promoting the game. An International tournament requires at 

least 16 courts and Coolangatta only had 6 so at least 10 more courts 

were required.  By chance at this stage the Gold Coast City Council was 

looking for a use for some vandalized tennis courts in Pines Lane, 

Elanora and the Association put up its hand. After negotiations the Gold 

Coast City Council agreed that the Association could share the area with 

the Gold Coast Curling Club. The Council also agreed to pay the cost of 

preparing the courts for  

Shuffleboard and making alterations to the pavilion.  Mal Crowder 

with the assistance of some other members of the Association carried 

out the majority of the work. The playing equipment and other 

necessities were purchased from the accumulated funds of the 
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Coolangatta activities as well as numerous sausage sizzles and other 

fund raisers. The additional courts were ready by 2001 for the 

successful International Tournament with players coming from 

America, Canada and Japan.   

Since then both the Coolangatta and Elanora courts have been in 

regular use by members of the Association and with the efforts of 

many members and with help from the Council, the Commonwealth 

and State Governments and the Community Benefit Fund a number of 

upgrades to the playing surfaces and shading have been carried out. In 

2008 the Gold Coast Curling Club vacated its section of the pavilion 

and the Association now has sole use of the area. 

In September 2008 the Association successfully hosted its second 

International tournament with players coming from America, 

Canada, Germany and Japan. 

To date the Association is the only incorporated shuffleboard 

Association in Australia. Whilst there are a few other courts in other 

parts of Australia most are for private use. 

ASSOCIATION COURTS 

 

COOLANGATTA (6) ELANORA (10) 

 


