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Yuma is at the base of California and Arizona~~ 

Just 25 miles from the Mexican Border. 

Yuma AZ is one of only 2 sites west of the Mississippi river designated 

by the US congress as a National Heritage Area.  The reasons for the 

designation are of interest to me and hopefully they will be to you.   

Yuma is strategically situated vis-a-vis crossing the Colorado 

River. In earlier times this was no small task.  Early Native 

American Indians used the “Yuma Crossing” and it developed into a 

focal point to all trade routes. The Colorado River, wild and untamed, 

was at many places 15 miles wide and posed a significant impediment 

to anyone wishing to cross it.  At Yuma the Colorado River narrowed 

to a mere 400 yards. Granite rock, a unique geological formation for 

the area, held firm as the river eroded and scoured a deep channel.  

The combinations of these features assured Yuma’s future as the need 

for movement from coast to coast developed.  The legacy of the Yuma 

Crossing grew and in 1877 the first railroad bridge was completed, 

allowing trains to enter AZ for the first time from the west.  Soon 

after came the highway system and in 1915 the Ocean-to-Ocean Bridge 

was completed, linking San Francisco to New York.  While bridging 

the Colorado had an adverse effect on river traffic, east west 

commerce was positively impacted.  During the dust bowl and the great 

depression~~1929 to 1935, thousands migrated west hoping for a better 

life in California, and Yuma was the chosen crossing.  Because of 

the huge migration through Yuma into California, the California State 

Police posted guards at the Ocean-to-Ocean Bridge.  If the migrants 

did not have money or a commitment for a job, they were not allowed 

into California.  Many were forced to settle in Yuma.  Today more 

than 6.5 million people annually cross the Colorado River at Yuma.   

 

** Facts appearing in this article were taken from an article 

appearing in the GUIDE TO YUMA.  

 

Stan in Yuma, AZ. November of 2003.  


