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POLICY LETTER:  2012- 02 Supersedes  2011-01                       May 22, 2012 
                                       
SUBJECT:  REVISED - ISA Merit Award Guidlines 
 
 

• The following Guidelines have been established for selecting individuals 
to receive the ISA Merit Award 

1. The ISA Merit Award or sometimes informally referred to as the Sportsmanship Award shall 
be awarded to one individual of each gender from each member nation regardless of how many 
teams they have and also to one individual of each gender from the UN Teams, competing in 
an official ISA Sponsored Tournament..                          

2. Selection for this award shall take place ONLY at ISA World Team Championships.  
  
3. The honor of receiving this prestigious award is a One-Time Lifetime Achievement. 
  
4. ISA Member National President or their designated representative or UN Captains appointed by 

the ISA President, attending the ISA World Team Championship, will be the electing official 
and submit the name of a candidate from their respective group to the ISA President on the date 
and time requested. 

  
5. National Presidents or their designated representatives, or UN Captains thru direct observation of 

their teammates throughout the championship, will select one individual, either male or female, 
who best demonstrates attitudes and behavior that exemplifies the meaning of true sportsmanship 
and International friendship. 

  
6. Examples of true sportsmanship and international friendship to be on the lookout for are: a player 

who knows how to lose, accepting defeat with great respect for his opponent, victorious but 
humble and shows kindness towards his defeated opponent, celebrates victory with humility and 
moderation, embraces his opponent in victory or defeat, acknowledges and honors an opponent in 
a very close game, communicative, overtly friendly, volunteerism, willing and offers to train 
teammates or newcomers to the game, cheers and supports their teammates in both victory and 
defeat, a team player and not an individualist, and represents shuffleboard in a very positive way.   

 
7. Playing ability, game percentages and team or tournament standings are not to be used as 

primary considerations for selection of recipients. 
  
8. The ISA Merit Award will be presented during the awards banquet at the finish of the tournament, 

by either the awards originator, Jim or Beth Allen and if neither of the originators are in 
attendance, by the ISA President or his/her designated representative.  

  
  
Michael Robert Zellner 
ISA President  


