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(1) 1997 Travels of Stan and Lois!  Life as Adventure! 
 

This module will be about our Excursion from Dawson City, NWT to  

 
 

Tuktoyaktuk, NWT. Since the early 1970s I retained a desire to 

visit “TUK” because of stories told by a fellow Personnel 

Officer of the Ministry of Transport, Bob Whitmore.  Bob had the 

responsibility to staff the northern sites in this part of 

Canada’s Arctic and his stories had lit in me the desire to 

someday go to TUK!!   

Lois and I had departed Lindsay, on 1997 06 30 with an objective 

of visiting Canada’s Yukon, including TUK, as well as taking in 

Alaska and then finding our way to Al & Vi McConnell’s and 

eventually to Mexico.  That same year, 1997, we visited Russia 

with Don and Carol Welch.   

This module begins in Dawson City where we have been since 1997 

08 08 15:30 to be exact.  We telephone “The Boys and Michelle” 

on August 11
th
 and tell them that we will store the RV just 

outside of Dawson City and drive the Truck from Dawson City to 

Inuvik and fly from Inuvik to TUK!   

The 750km drive up the Demster hwy to Inuvik is an experience 

that we still remember. It was necessary to cross the McKenzie 

River at Fort McPherson, notwithstanding the lack of a bridge!!  

After loading your vehicle, the ferry was pulled across the 

River by ropes.  The pic is of fish drying at the point where we 

board the ferry.  At about the midpoint we stop and purchase One 

Coffee Mug which we still have, 

albeit in FL. The night of the 12
th
 

we stayed in the Finto Hotel in 

Inuvik.  On the 13
th
 we, along with 

two other couples who had joined 

with us in chartering the A/C, began 

our flight.  The Watts, Dave and 

Jean were from Comox, the other 

couple from Grand Bend.  Upon arrival we are greeted by our 
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host, Mr Roger Gruben who gave us a guided tour of TUK and then 

took us to his home for a home cooked dinner consisting of 

Caribou Soup, Sourdough Biscuits, Inuit (Eskimo) Donuts, Native 

Berries and Dried Fish.  Roger was articulate and I believe 

intelligent; he was a former CBC announcer, no doubt on the Nor

     
 

thern Network.  Clearly he was in the business of making money 

while enjoying that which he was doing.  It was he who had 

prepared the Inuit Dish and we then proceeded to his living room 

where WE put on our own fashion show.  The goods in pic on the 

right were all “done” by Roger’s Mother; my records indicate 

that I bought a Hat, and Lois a Sweater, but not from Roger, 

rather at Eagle Plains.  We flew back to Inuvik on the 13
th
 and 

drove back to Dawson City on the 14
th
.    

CANADIANA UNIQUE: From the air our attention was directed to 

PINGOS. Pingos form when shallow lakes drain and the thawed soil 

underneath freezes from all sides.  The moisture in the thawed 

permafrost expands as it freezes again, creating a dome-shaped 

mound of soil with a core of ice.  The largest Pingo, Ibyuk, 

rises to a height of 

50m.  It is about 

1,000 years old.  

One additional bit 

of CANADIANA: One 
of the items on our 

tour with Roger was 

the Natural 

Underground Freezer.  

I descended about 12 

to 14 ft down a 

ladder and found 

myself in a large storage room, in fact a Freezer Storage Room 

as we were in Permafrost. Needles to say, our Excursion to 

Tuktoyaktuk was both interesting and enjoyable.  

Stan writing from Calabogie on 2010 08 22.   
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