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DURING THE SUMMER OF 1997 STAN AND LOIS TRAVELED 

WITH DON AND CAROL WELCH TO EUROPE, INCLUDING 

RUSSIA AND SCANDINAVIA, and LATER TO THE WEST 

COAST OF CANADA AND THEN ON TO ARIZONA AND 

MEXICO and FINALLY SETTLING IN FLORIDA.    

 
This particular group of stories will be limited to the 

Journey beginning in Lindsay Ontario on 1997 06 30 and 

ending at Nanaimo BC on Canada’s west coast. Let me 

explain how I was able to put the Journey together some 

13 years later!! On July 2, 2005 while looking for my 

discharge papers from the RCAF, I came across a Log of 

our trip, a Log that I had maintained in my own hand 

writing.  In 1997 I had neither a Laptop Computer nor a 

Digital Camera!! My primary aid in preparing the Story 

of the 1997 Travels will be the Log but equally 

important to help the old memory, will be the notes 

that Lois has placed on the back of many of the 

photographs! (Or pix as we say in 2010)  

 
On the evening before we left Lindsay, the Family, with the 

exception of the Ottawa Contingent, enjoyed Dinner at the 

Olympia Restaurant in Lindsay.   

On Day 1, 1997 06 30 we left Lindsay at 05:30 and arrived at 

“Chutes” provincial park in Massey, ON at about 12:30; the Park 

offered power/electricity, but no water.   

Distance traveled 457 km.  We were pulling a 36 ft 5
th
 Wheel 

Trailer with our Chevie Diesel ¾ ton Truck (single wheel, 4 

wheel drive) My journal indicates that Lois and I rode our Bikes 

into Massey that afternoon.  Here is pic of Truck and 5
th
 Wheel. 

Bikes mounted on back 

of Trailer.  

 

On Day 2, 1997 07 01 

we departed Massey, ON 

at 08:30 and drove 471 

km to Marquette, MI 

arriving at our Camp 

Ground (C/G) at 16:15. 

The name of the C/G 

was Gitchie Gummie and 

my notes indicate it 

was outrageously 
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expensive. ($32.00 for C/G; $52.00 US for fuel; and $3.18 at 

Arbeys + $4.00 Can to cross the Sault Bridge.      

 

My notes for Day 3, 1997 07 02 reveal very little of interest.  

We arrived in Bemidji MN at 17:00 and were greeted by a young 

man who prided himself on knowing the “Canadian Lingo”, and made 

the point by sprinkling his sentences with “Ehs” and “hydro” > 

the Americans do not use the word “hydro”, but rather Power.  

This is one of the few times I am with them! “Hydro” is the 

Greek word for Power, and merely indicates how the Power was 

generated!!  ENOUGH! YOU GOT IT!  Expenses for Day 3: Fuel 

$59.38; Food $47.43; Camp Fee $21.09 for a total of $131.19.  

I will stop giving the daily expenses.  I used to figure our 

travel cost at about $100.00 per day.  

 

Day 4, 1997 07 03: We traveled from Bemidji ND to Regina SK, 935 

km, leaving at 08:30 and arriving about 19:00.  Re my estimated 

daily costs > just note that we exceeded substantially to-day, 

total expenses were $174.60 Canadian. We stay 2 days in Regina, 

bought a Tilley Hat for Stan @ $62.70; 2 Sweaters for Lois, 

$45.00; also purchased the CD CATS & Harry Chappin.  I have 

noted that the C/G was noisy, clean, close to city and had 

limited power.             

 

On 1997 07 05 we drive from Regina SK to Moose Jaw SK, a 

distance of 70 km.  We will spend 2 days in Moose Jaw for a good 

reason.  Moose Jaw was the City of Destination for my 

Grandparents, James Ewing McCormick and Anna Belle (McCallum) 

McCormick when they emigrated west from Hastings County 

(Musclow/Bancroft area). I do not at time of writing (2010 08 

25) have a precise date for this migration but it was circa 

1910. I will get into some detail vis-à-vis the 

McCormack/McCormicks in Moose Jaw at a later time.  Sufficient 

to say that after moving here, Grandfather James was killed in 

an accident and his oldest son, William (my Uncle Will) helped 

out.  The family became a Railroad Family, working for the CPR 

which runs through Moose Jaw.  The Family Residence was 66 

Cotteau, Moose Jaw.  

 

After Lois and I set up our Site we drove to 

the home of my 1
st
 Cousin, daughter of Uncle 

Will, Ella (McCormack) Wallace at 630 Main St 

South.  Pic to the right is of Bill, Ella in 

blue, and Stanley Victor McCormack’s wife 

Muriel.  My Journal tells me that husband 

Bill was cutting the lawn when we drove up.  

Ella was suffering from Alzheimers and 
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required a good deal of care from Bill.  We invited them for 

Dinner with us on Saturday; my notes proclaim that we had a 

first class visit and both seemed very happy throughout.   At 

Moose Jaw we also found time to attend the Air Show at CFB Moose 

Jaw; to bike along the Devonian Trail; to visit the Park i/c the 

Western Devonian Museum and to have a “Beer” with Bill 

(Wallace).  On Sunday night Bill & Ella took us & their son Greg 

& 2nd wife Barbara to dinner at a new complex in Moose Jaw.  

Ella did not enjoy dinner.  We went for a liqueur at Greg’s home 

after & then home.  Bill drove WELL, very well given that he was 

83 & Ella 84.  They will have been married 57 years married on 

1997 07 27.  

HISTORICAL NOTE RE BILL & ELLA: In 1952 I traveled twice to the 

West, first traveling with the Nicholsons as they drove a new 

Ford vehicle to Vancouver, and later the same summer with Don 

Welch.  Re the “New Ford to the West” >> this was common 

practice at this time.  It was an accepted method of getting a 

vehicle from ON to points west, not sure of the financial 

arrangements.  My point is that on the return trip from 

Vancouver, Nick (Jack Nicholson, son of Alex) and I somehow got 

to Saskatoon SK and then I took the train to Moose Jaw.  I got a 

job on the Air Force Stn. as a Labourer and stayed with Bill and 

Ella until I saved up enough money to get home.  Just so there 

is no confusion, I have not as yet joined the Air Force; I turn 

16 in July of 1952.          

 

 

97 07 08:  Traveled from Moose jaw (SA) to Medicine Hat, AB ~~ 

406km.  I went for a fairly long bike ride with old bike.  Hills 

were too much for 1 gear.  We did nothing else. ~~ Oh Yes, 

walked around sites.  Fuel $56.71; Camp $20.00 Brunch in Swift 

Current $8.50.  Total $85.22.  “Gas City C/G west end of city, 

operated by city.  It was very good.  Remember the guy with 2 

big dogs.  

 

97 07 09: KOA Calgary West; #1 (Trans Can Hwy – Calgary ~~ by 

Olympic Site.  To-day we traveled from Medicine Hat ~~ ab 300km. 

Good head winds increased fuel consumption-- spent $56.84.  We 

stayed at the KOA in Calgary for 6 nights $141.56.  Took Lois to 

Emergency at Hospital ~~ Doc Sees Bone Chip & 3 torn ligaments 

~~ Stay off for 3 weeks!!  Went to see Stan McCormack (my 

namesake); Terrible distraught due to wife Muriel’s passing.  We 

all, each of 3 of us read the funeral service, and mostly talked 

about Muriel ~~ Stan too (like Ella) seemed confused, albeit, 

Muriel only died June 02/97.  He proposed to meet & I proposed 

lunch tomorrow.  ALSO, their son Doug had died some months ago. 

OH WELL – LIFE GOES ON!! Also on July 09th, Stan bought a new 
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“Multi-Speed” for $299.00 ~~ i/c seat pad & lock & tax!!  

(regular $399.00)  Lois bought a Western Skirt & Blouse @ 

$192.49!!  Went to Heritage Park $20.00, & had Beer on the Mall 

$8.50 for a grand total expenditures for 1 day $586.90.  “My 

God”!! 

97 07 10 to 97 07 14.  July 10th, in the a.m. visited the 

Frontier Outdoor Park in Calgary – modeled after Upper Canada.  

But does not compare!!  The train was 1st Class.  Had lunch with 

Stan.  We had picked up his wheel chair night before.  Lois was 

in it full time July 10 to 13th.   

July 11th: Stampede most of day & attended evening show 

~~Absolutely 1st Class ~~ esp. the show following Chuck Wagon 

Races.   

July 12th: Stampede all day – Galloway Show at noon; Galloway 

International Congress Dinner in the evening!!   

July 13th:  Drove to-day;(L.R.T. on 11th & 12th)  Finals of 

RODEO; Very good.  Ron McLean (of CBC) off to 1 side ~~ See but 

not hear.  Camp ground was terraced, walked down to wash – 

Lois washed on July 14th.  We also went to “Crappy Tire”.  Added 

this, i.e. not in the journal.  On at least 1 occasion, I rode 

my new 18 Speed up the Olympic Hill, and of course down!! We 

really did enjoy our stay in Calgary ~~ looking back from 2005 

07 02!!   

 

97 07 15:  Drove Calgary to Banff!! Stayed in Banff July 15th 

and July 16th, left on the 17th ~~ for Lake Louise.  See 

“National Parks – official visitors Guide” 1997-98 to see what 

we did in Banff.  Must be getting tired of making extensive 

entries!!  Lois says the deer lay under the front part of 5th 

Wheel.  (I have no actual memory of this time in Banff)  

 

97 07 17 & 18:  Journeyed Banff to Lake Louise & stayed 2 nights 

in Lake Louise.  See “National Parks Official Guide” for 

“Activities” in Banff & Louise!!   

 

97 07 19:  Lake Louise to Revelstoke, BC.  At Revelstoke we 

stayed in a park like Campground.  No paths ~~ walking or Bike.  

Non-descript like!!  Had to use our 4 Wheel Drive backing into 

the site.  People beside us 

were from Manitoba.   

 

1997 07 20: To-day, 
July the 20th was a special 

day as we made contact with 

Jack and Pam Sterling at 

their home in Oyama, BC.  

We visited with them from 
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14:00, taking them to dinner in Vernon. For the record we had 

Fish and Chips! Here is a pic we took that same day.  On the 21
st
 

we visited a winery (Estate); we got together at our 5
th
 Wheel 

and then we proceeded to their home for Dinner.  We experienced 

a power failure while Pam was preparing dinner.  My Journal 

states: “We all told war stories! Interesting visit!!”  Just a 

note re our C/G in Oyama; extremely steep entrance but otherwise 

quite acceptable.   

 

1997 07 22: We drove from Oyama to Cache Creek where Lois bought 

jade earrings for herself & a jade pair for the girls. Drove to 

Ashcroft and ended up staying at a C/G 4 km north of Cache 

Creek.  We had our lunch in the RV and for dinner we went into 

town.   

The next 2 days, the 23rd and 24th turn out to be both interesting 

and informative in that we begin to learn first had about the 

Gold Rush of the 1890s.  We stayed at a non descript C/G called 

Forest Rose, Barkerville, BC. My Journal makes this statement: 

“We thoroughly enjoyed Barkerville!! Told the story of gold 

mining at this location.  Told it creatively; they made it live.  

Well worth the drive off the hwy. See interpretive sign on left. 

The weather at Barkerville was wet 

and cold; we wore 2 sweaters at 

times, long pants & often our rain 

coats.    

However; the park was a success.  We 

had a better understanding of a) 

plasar gold mining; & b) the 

conditions which existed at that time 

AND something of the social – 

cultural conditions – circa 1860 to 

1930. My Journal indicates the 

Walking Tour was V.G. as was the 

Performance 

(show).  These 

2 performers 

told such a 

convincing 

story that I 

was almost 

ready to buy 

shares in their company!!! 

 

On 1997 07 25 we leave Barkerville and 

drive to Prince George, take a drive about 

town noting in particular their fountain 

and first class view from the hill 
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overlooking the town.  My Journal states: Rained & Hailed! We 

remain in Prince George even though my Journal reports “We Did 

Dickall” except read two issues of the Globe & Mail”.   

 

On 1997 07 27 we drive from Pr George to Chetwynd and stay for 2 

nights at the Westwind C/G.  On the 27
th
 I washed the truck and 

the bottom of the RV. Also went for a trail bike ride in the 

hills behind Chetwynd; talked with Dir of Public Works & 

suggested signs for trails.  On the 28
th
 we drove to (WAC) Bennet 

Dam – A VG Tour.  Right into the bowels of the dam.  Changing, 

actually & rebuilding 1 generator – all the “stators” being 

replaced – rotor had been lifted out. I then changed the engine 

oil in the truck.  

 

1997 07 29: ANOTHER SPECIAL DAY: We arrive at Dawson Creek BC, 

circa 100 km from Chetwynd.  Dawson Creek has the distinction of 

being the starting point for the Alaska Hwy. For dinner we ate 

at a well advertised restaurant on the main street.  We expected 

the best and received the worst.  Both totally disappointed.  

This town, Dawson Creek, is mile 0 of the Alaska (AlCan) hwy.  

My Journal states that 

Dawson Creek reminded me a 

little of Grand Centre AB. 

Here is a pic of the 

ALASKA, our advice, DON’T 

GO THERE! (may have changed 

hands now lol)  

 

1997 07 30:  Dawson Creek 

to Fort Nelson; 1
st
 actual 

driving day on “Alaska 

Hwy”.  Rained all day!!  

Roads Very Good most of the 

distance.  Saw moose & 

calf.  Camped at Husky.  Now going “down town”.  How & Marion 

drove here from Cold Lake after visiting with us!!  January of 

1964 I believe. Note re camping at Husky; was adequate.  We had 

a “back in” just thru the gate on the left.  $17.00 (Husky); 

$10.00 soup and coffee & beer!!  (lifted w/o edit, from Journal)  

 

1997 07 31:  From Fort Nelson to MUNCHO LAKE.  Parked right at 

the lake.  Beautiful!!  Took a boat tour in the evening $7.00; 

informative and interesting and enjoyable!!  Good Weather!!  Met 

people from Windsor traveling with Americans.  Going to now 

insert 3 pix of the Captain, the Lake and 1 of Lois (hamming it 

a bit)! The Lake was this colour in the early evening, something 
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to do with a chemical from surrounding mountains! FASCINATING 

TOUR!  

  
 

 

1997 08 01&02:  From Muncho Lake to Watson Lake!!  Erected a 

Sign; 1 of 30,000!!  Everyone who passes leaves a sign! Washed 

RV & truck at Camp Ground -- Lois helped -- cleaned off tar.  

Stan biked off into the bloody forest--rough trails--had a flat-

-had to back track.  Ended up on “Campbell” Hwy.  Minor 

adventure, especially when compared to the adventure in 

Calabogie in July of 2010!  

 

97 03 & 04:  From Watson Lake to CARCROSS!! For the run into 

this part of Alaska, we decide to leave the 5
th
 Wheel at a garage 

just prior to entering the US. (We leave it there for 2 nights) 

In a sentence, we found Carcross to be friendly and interesting 

and we both, even to this day, remember the fun we had.  

     
 

My Journal reports that on the 3
rd
 we also visited Caribou 

Crossing.  Our destination is actually Skaguay, AK which is 

about 65 miles from Carcross.     
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The road to Skagway parallels the White Pass Yukon R/R, finished 

in 19:00. White Pass & Chikoo Pass were crossing points during 

Gold Rush.  

 

 
 

I am not sure why I have no pix of Skaguay as there was a good 

deal to photograph, to see and to do.  We spent the best part of 

a day and I recall that a Cruise Ship was in the harbour and we 

walked down.   

Back to the 1890s Gold Rush for a “minute”.  Men by the hoards 

got off the Ships in Skaguay and were immediately faced with “An 

Impossible Climb” up either the White or Chikoo Pass.  

Aboriginals were hired to pack their belongings; the Women 

Packers hauled 50 lbs; the Men 100 lbs. > Cost 12 cents a pound.  

We have few regrets about our 1997 Travels but one is the fact 

that we did not avail ourselves of the Scenic Rail Trip from 

Skaguay, up the Pass and (I believe) as far as Whitehorse.   

SHOULD YOU TAKE A CRUISE TO ALASKA I would strongly recommend 

you select a company that interrupts the Cruise at Skaguay and 

switches to Rail up to Dawson City and on to Alaska.   
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97 08 05 & 06: We pick up our 5
th
 Wheel and travel to Whitehorse 

and find a C/G In Town and on the hill; arrived circa 10:00.     

 
  

FROM THE JOURNAL:  

Most people of Yukon 

live in Whitehorse.  

On Aug 6 we dined at 

a Greek multi 

specialty restaurant 

down town.  Lois had 

cod & chips AND I 

had salmon -- not 

bad.  Evening we 

took in the “Canteen 

Show” at Yukon hotel 

-- give it a “5”!!  

The theme was 

“Constructing” the 

Alaska Hwy 42.   

 

1997 08 07: We leave about 09:00; & travel 349km to Stewart 

River.  Big river; Rd. turns off to Mayo or Dawson City.  Arrive 

15:30.  Stayed at Stewart R.  (The Camp we were buying lol)  

 

We Stay in Dawson City, Yukon from 1997 08 to 1997 
08 11.  
Note of Explanation: There may be some repetition vis-à-vis 

Dawson City.  That comes with doing the story in modules, doing 

the story 13 years after the actual travel.  Pls. bear with me.  

Dawson City was soooooo Good that I must enter our emotions at 

that time: Here is an excerpt from Journal:  

“Stayed at Gold Rush Camp Ground.  Lots to do in DC!!  We did 

Walking Tour; Commissioner’s Mansion; N.W.M.Police; Palace Grand 

Theatre; Special presentation at Palace Grand!!  Marionette 

Theatre; Dawson City Museum; Dredge 4; Bear Creek; Claim 33; 

Dinner across River $80.00 for 2; V.G.!!  Saw Pierre B’s home & 

Robert W. Service’s cabin; & more and more!!   

DREDGE #4 WAS AWESOME!!   

 

This is page 9 of this article, probably too long.  Remember, we 

will try and put it all in proper sequence.   

 

Stan in Calabogie: 2010-08-29.   

 


