
 
 

CHAPTER 5 THUNDER BAY TO WINNIPEG! 

 
For those not familiar with the geography, this is quite a 

drive for one day ~just now checked the map and it is 685 

km!!  I thought that for this leg of the journey, I will 

try and insert directly from my diary ~ bear with me 

please, the grammatical construction may not be perfect.   

Left the Kakebaka Prov Site circa 08:30.  Temp was 09 

degrees.  We did have sun up to about mid-morning.  As 

described above, very good road except for a short stretch 

where Hwys 11 and 17 run together.  Rain began mid morning 

and we heard that strong winds were forecast for area east 

of Winnipeg ~ exactly what we did not wish to hear.  Pushed 

on to Dryden and had an "extended lunch", where-else, at 

the Husky Station.  It was actually recommended to us by a 

helpful attendant where we purchased our fuel ~just before 

the Husky.  Smoke-free, (I make the observation “smoke-

free” as at this time, this was the exception >> especially 

in Northern ON, especially in Truck Stops!! Later, 

legislation for all of ON was passed which forbid smoking 

inside establishments > circa 2005) good food served in a 

clean and friendly atmosphere.  Only thing is, the fellow 

across from us announced that Edmonton had snow forecast 

and freezing temperatures???   I thanked him for his 

encouraging news!!   

Moved on to the Manitoba border where we checked in to the 

Reception Center.  Attendant was well informed and helpful.  

As we crossed the border, we were met by the RCMP in full 

force. (For some who may not know, it is only ON and PQ 

that have “provincial police forces”) The RCMP was stopping 

all vehicles except the Transports.  Checked License, 

Registration and Insurance.  Most polite; most 

professional; most Canadian.   

The wind picked up substantially as we hit the open prairie 

west of St Anne, I believe it was.  Gusts were hitting us 

head on and in-between the gusts, a steady wind of at least 

50km!!  I am sure this degraded our fuel consumption up by 

20%!!!    The receptionist at the Manitoba border had given 

us options on where to stop and we had pre-selected a site 

just near the beginning of the Perimeter Highway.  For 

those who may not know, this is the "ring highway" which 

takes you around Winnipeg. One has a choice of going North 

of the City ~ Highway 101, or South of the City ~ Highway 

100.  We took the latter.  It is now 20:20. We are settled 



in!  We have had dinner!   Lois has had a shower and the 

CBC News is one hour and 40 min in the future.  To end the 

day, what could be better???   Thank god for the CBC!!  

(Hey folks; even academy award winner Michael Moore praises 

the CBC!! Just read his most recent book: “Dude, Where’s My 

Country?”  That is it.  Tomorrow we just may end up in good 

old Saskatoon, Saskatchewan!!  See you then!!  
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